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Dr. Arthur L. Walker

OUC to Host Two Health Events

Oakwood University Church (OUC)
Health Ministries will hold two impactful
events during the weekend of October 10
and 11.

The free Disability Awareness Concert
featuring vocalists, instrumentalists and
special presentations will be held Saturday,
October 10, at OUC at 7 p.m.; doors open
at 6:45 p.m.

On Sunday, October 11, at 7:30 a.m.,
OUC will host the 3.5K Breast Cancer
Awareness Walk around the Oakwood
campus. The event is free, but donations
are encouraged. To register, visit https://
oucsda.churchcenter.com/registrations/
events/3890597.

For additional information, contact Patti
Conwell at (256) 714-3822 or at communi-
cation@oucsda.org.

TU Becomes Only HBCU
Designated DMC

Tuskegee University has been designated
as a Distinguished Military College (DMC)
by the Department of War. Tuskegee is the
nation’s only Historically Black College and
University (HBCU) to receive the presti-
gious designation.

The historic milestone honors more than
a century of service to the United States
while positioning Tuskegee for the contin-
ued growth of a full Corps of Cadets and
expanded leadership development oppor-
tunities for future generations.

Currently, 197 students are training in
Tuskegee’s ROTC program in five branches
of the U.S. Armed Services.

“Doubt is an uncomfortable condition, but certainty is a ridiculous one.” — Voltaire

IMS 2026 Awards Dinner Set

The Interfaith Mission Service will
hold its annual Celebration & Awards
Dinner on Thursday, October 8, at the
Huntsville Country Club, located at 261
Oakwood Avenue NW, Huntsville, Ala.,
from 6-8 p.m.

The guest speaker will be Mr. Joe
Nathan Lampley, who will address the
theme: “Your Faith, Your Vote.”

The Interfaith Mission Service (IMS)
is a cooperative of congregations, in-
dividuals, and organizations that work
together. As it reaches its 50th year, the
Interfaith Mission Service remains com-
mitted to its vision: Become leaders in
creating a Beloved Community.

For additional information, visit
www.interfaithmissionservice.org.

Drake State, Alfred $t. Church Opens Blue Eagle Market

Drake State Com-
munity and Techni-
cal College recently
celebrated the grand
opening of the Blue
Eagle Market, a
student food pantry
created to help ad-
dress food insecurity
and support student
success on Thursday,
October 1

The Blue Eagle
Market was estab-
lished with support
from Alfred Street
Baptist Church (Va.)
through its Tithe the
Tithe (T3) initiative.

Representatives
from Alfred Street

HMCPL Offermg ‘AI in Excel’ Online Class

The online
class “Al in
Excel” is
scheduled
for Monday,
October 19,
at 6 p.m. via the
Huntsville-Madison
County Public
Library.

The course will
show how attend-
ees how to use the

power of the Al
platforms Chat-
GPT and Microsoft
Copilot to help
create functions
and perform other
challenging tasks in

Excel.

Accord-

B ing to staff, a
reminder with
the materials
and Go To in-
vitation will be sent
a few days before
class.

For additional
registration and in-
formation, call (256)
851-7492.

Drake student visits Blue Eagle Market

Baptist Church
joined Drake State
leadership, students,
faculty, staftf and
community partners
for the opening.

The Blue Eagle
Market will provide

Drake State students
with access to food
and essential resourc-
es that support their
academic success and
overall well-being,
officials said.

Among the activi-

ties were the formal
ribbon cutting, a
video presentation
and other related
events.

For STORY and
more photos, visit
Page 9.
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Here are the top issues
and events in Washington,
D.C.,, for this week:

1. CONGRESS. The House
and Senate are in recess

until November 9. Before
adjourning Wednesday

at 11:24 p.m., the Senate
confirmed Keith Sonderling’s
nomination as Secretary of
Labor by a 47-41 vote. The
Senate also failed to advance
a bill banning stock trading
by Members of Congress and
the Data Centers bill, which
would prevent residential
and small-business util-

ity customers from paying
for the electrical grid and
power-generation upgrades
triggered by large data cen-
ters. When Members return
in November, they will have
a long list of legislation to
tackle, including FY2027
appropriations, the Farm Bill,
the Defense Authorization
bill, WRDA 2026, the Surface
Transportation Authoriza-
tion bill, FISA Section 702
reauthorization, and Recon-
ciliation 3.0 to add money to

N

the Pentagon and provide aid
to farmers ...

2. EXECUTIVE BRANCH.
The President will continue
campaign stops this week,
starting with a trip Monday
to Nebraska and returning to
Texas for the 2nd time in a
week for a stop in San Anto-
nio on Wednesday. On Satur-
day, he will be in Alabama to
attend the Georgia-Alabama
football game. Last Friday,
the President announced
that 20 million Medicare
Part B enrollees will receive a
one-time $90 check, funded
by the $2 billion Medicare
Improvement Fund estab-
lished in 2008 to improve
the Medicare fee-for-service
program. Last Wednesday,
the President announced that
1 million Americans who are
Affordable Care Act (“Obam-
acare”) enrollees — who live
in one of the 30 states that
use the federal HealthCare.
gov platform rather than a
state-run exchange — will
receive a one-time payment
of $500, along with a letter

from the President (the other
18 million enrollees won't
get a refund check, either
because they’re in a state that
runs its own marketplace

or because they received a
premium subsidy for their
2026 coverage). The 30 states
are: AL, AK, AZ, AR, DE, FL,
HI IN, IA, KS, LA, MI, MO,
MS, MT, NE, NH, NC, ND,
OH, OK, OR, SC, SD, TN,
UT, WV, W1, and WY.

3. SUPREME COURT.

On Monday, the Supreme
Court reconvened to begin
its 2026-27 term. The first
case argued will be Suncor
Energy v. Commissioners of
Boulder County, a lawsuit
in which a Colorado county
seeks millions of dollars from
oil and gas companies for
their alleged role in worsen-
ing climate change. Last
Tuesday, the Supreme Court
granted the administration’s
request to allow, for now,
rapid deportations of illegal
immigrants to third-party
countries. It also announced
that it will hear argument
Dec. 9 on the legality of
third-country removals

and whether a lower court
had the authority to put the
removals on hold.

4. SEPTEMBER JOBS RE-
PORT. Last Friday, the La-
bor Department announced
that only 29,000 jobs were
created in September, disap-
pointing forecasters who
had predicted a more robust

MB MARTINSON = BEASON, PC

Personal Injury
Corporate Law

ATTORNEYS AT LAW SINCE 1937

Auto Accidents

Real Estate Law  Divorce

Dedicated To You.

Delivering Results.

Probate & Estate Administration

Criminal Law

Contact Us
Phone: 256-533-1667
Fax: 256-533-1696

info@martinsonandbeason.com

www.martinsonandbeason.com

facebook.com/martinsonandbeason

You

No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is
greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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90,000. The unemployment
rate ticked up to 4.2% from
last month’s 4.1%. Addition-
ally, the Labor Department
revised the July and August
job reports downward by
60,000 jobs.

5. EDUCATION. The U.S.
Department of Education has
formally rescinded the Title
VI regulations that allowed
federal officials to challenge
school policies that appear
neutral but have dispropor-

tionate effects on students of
a particular race or national
origin, known as “disparate
impact” Going forward,

the Department says it will
pursue only intentional dis-
crimination, consistent with
President Trump’s executive
order directing agencies to
eliminate disparate-impact
liability wherever possible.
Supporters ... call the change
a correction toward equal
treatment and expect little
practical shift ... Civil rights

advocates counter that the
change removes a long-
standing tool for addressing
discipline policies, school
closures, and other practices
that disproportionately harm
students of color ...

Hamm Consulting Group
1717 K Street, NW, Suite 900
Washington, D.C. 20006
(202) 596-8384
rhamm@hammconsulting.com
www.hammconsulting.com
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¢4 ROSETTA JAMES
FOUNDATION
Proudly Welcomes Back to Huntsville

ACCLAIMED AUTHOR & HISTORIAN

WII. HAYGOOD

Featuring His Powerfui New Book

,. THE WAR
WITHIN A WAR

The Black Struggle in Vietnam

and at Home

Bestselling author of The Butler, Wil Haygood returns to Huntsville

h NITHIN A WIS

IHE BLACK STRUGELE IN

for a compelling and timely conversation about the extraordinary
contributions and sacrifices of Black Americans who served in
the Vietnam War while fighting for equality and civil rights at home.

SO P

Bo™
| |4 "N
\

{ PRESENTING SPONSORS

BILL AND

Sy —

GENERAL
DENNIS L. VIA
(RET.)

— W —
Former Commanding General,
U.S. Army Materiel Command

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 8 2026 | 3:00 PM.
BOOK SIGNING AT 4:00 PM.

First MissioNARY BapTisT CHURCH
3509 Blue Spring Road, NW
Huntsville, AL 35810
Rev. Dr. Carlos D. Williams, Pastor

A PROGRAM FOR OUR ENTIRE COMMUNITY

CONTRIBUTING SPONSORS:

FREE AND OPEN
TO THE PUBLIC

BOOK SIGNING BY

BOOKS A MILLION

Rep. Laura Hall « Rep. Anthony Daniels
J F Drake State Community and Technical College
Delta Theta Lambda Education Foundation e
The Fellowship of Faith Church + Stephen & Rochelle Hendricks « Dorothy W. Huston
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Bringing a Lifetime of Educational Legacy Back Home

Denine Matthews

In my continuing series highlighting people who are Making Impact and
Building Legacy in our community, I am pleased to recognize Denine Matthews,
a longtime Huntsville educator whose newest chapter reminds us that retire-
ment does not necessarily mean the end of service. Sometimes, it simply means
answering a new call.

After a distinguished career with Huntsville City Schools, where she served
as a teacher, principal, administrator and most recently in school improvement,
Matthews has retired from the public school system. But she certainly hasn’t re-
tired from education. She has accepted the position of Headmaster of the Julius
Scruggs Christian Academy at First Missionary Baptist Church. This appoint-
ment is especially meaningful because Denine is coming home. First Missionary
Baptist is the church where she grew up—the community of faith that helped
nurture and shape her. Now, after spending decades educating children and
providing leadership in Huntsville City Schools, she has returned to that same
church to help shape another generation of young people. That is legacy.

There is something beau-

back home.

NOTE FROM

tifully full-circle about bringing a lifetime of knowledge, experience and leadership
back to the place that helped prepare you for the journey. Denine Matthews could
have viewed retirement as an opportunity to step away. Instead, she has chosen to
step into another place where her gifts are needed. Her new role is also significant
because the academy bears the name of the late Rev. Dr. Julius R. Scruggs, whose
ministry at First Missionary Baptist Church was deeply rooted in faith, education,
service and the development of people. Matthews now has the opportunity to help
carry that educational legacy forward while creating one of her own.

Our community needs experienced educators who understand that educating
children involves more than test scores and textbooks. It is also about developing
character, confidence, discipline, compassion and a belief in what is possible. De-
nine Matthews has spent her professional life doing that work. Now she is bringing
those years of experience back home.

Sometimes legacy is not about where you go next. It is about what you bring

Congratulations, Denine Matthews, on a career of service to Huntsville City Schools—and on beginning another chapter of Making
Impact and Building Legacy in the community that helped make you who you are. Until next week ...

OCTOBER 9 - TYLER JAMES WILLIAMS - Tyler James Williams is an American actor, hip hop recording artist, martial artist,
musician, music video director, film director, and graphic designer. He is most recognizable for having played the Chris Rock-
inspired sitcom title character. Everybody Hates Chris and songwriter Cyrus DeBarge in the Disney Channel movie Let It Shine.
He has also had a supporting role as Noah on AMC’s The Walking Dead and Criminal Minds: Beyond Borders. Williams began
his acting career at age four. He later starred in Little Bill as the voice of Bobby, briefly replacing Devon Malik Beckford in 2000,
and played himself (or an eponymous character, “Tyler”) on the children’s show Sesame Street from 2000 to 2005. He rose to fame
in 2005 by playing the main character in the hit series Everybody Hates Chris, which finished in 2009. He won a Young Artist

Award in 2007 for his work on the show. - BlackCelebrityBirthdays.org
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G PRESTON BROWNS ,

Today’s Spiritual Game Plan:
“Buckle Up!”

Matthew 8:25-26 says,
The disciples went and
woke him, saying, “Lord,
save us! We are going to
drown!” He replied, “You
of little faith, why are you
so afraid?” Then he got
up and rebuked the winds
and the waves, and it was
completely calm.

When we look at the
seatbelts in a car, we don’t
necessarily notice how nice
they look or what kind of
fabric they are made of.
We look at them and value
them for the security that
they provide. When we put
our seatbelts on, we expect
them to protect us in the
case of an accident. This
is how it should be in our
spiritual lives. When the
disciples got into the boat
with Jesus, they should
have been sure in know-
ing that they were safe and
secure as long as Jesus was
with them.

We as Christians should
be the same way. When we
put our hope and trust in
God, we should be secure
in knowing that God will
take care of us. So when
the storms of life are rag-
ing, like they were with
the disciples, we should
have this blessed assur-
ance that God is with us.
But remember, He didn’t
say that He would always
save us from the storms;
He said that He would be
with us in the storm. And
knowing that He is always

there should provide us the
security that we need.

You see, when God sent
His one and only son to
die upon a cross for the
whole world, He became
our security in the midst of
trouble. All we have to do
is accept Him and believe
in Him, and He will bring
security to our lives—just
like that seatbelt when we
get into our cars.

So, it’s time to “buckle
up” with Jesus and put our
faith and trust in Him and
let Him provide the peace
and the security that we

need for our lives.

Prayer: Heavenly Father,
help us to put our trust and
faith in You when difficult
times come in our lives.

Question: How secure
are you in your faith in
knowing that Jesus is with
you whenever we face the
trials and disappointments
in life?

Are you not sure, some-
what sure, sure or very

my Weekly

sure?
Why?

Stay encouraged, my
brothers and sisters, and
make sure you purchase a
copy of my books, Spiri-
tual Game Plans for A Suc-
cessful Life and A Cham-
pion Game Plan for Life, at
amazon.com TODAY!

NEXT WEEK:
“Take Another Step”

BUSINESS BANKING |

Beyond

deep-seated roots

BRYANT.BANK

MORTGAGE

Our commitment to being a local community bank isn’t
just in our mission statement, it’s who we are. As your
friends and neighbors, we live here, we work here and
we are dedicated to staying here. For you. Those types

ATHENS | DOWNTOWN HUNTSVILLE | SOUTHEAST HUNTSVILLE

BRYANTBANK.COM

PERSONAL BANKING

of time-honored financial values might not be something
you’d expect from a bank, but it’s what you can expect
from us. Banking Beyond Expectation.
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NELMS MEMORIAL FUNERAL HOME
2501 Carmichael Avenue NW | Huntsville, AL 35816
www.nelmsmemorial.net
(256) 539-8189

Funeral services for MRS. MELODY MALONE (b. 1958)
and MR. GEORGE W. SANDERS (b. 1949) will be an-
nounced at a later date.

Funeral service for MR. PRINCETON CRU’SHUN AL-
EXANDER (b. 1991) was Saturday, October 3, at Syler
Tabernacle, 904, Oakwood Avenue NW, Huntsville, Ala.

Funeral service for MR. LEONARD WATKINS (b. 1954)
was Tuesday, September 29, at Nelms Memorial Funeral
Home Chapel.

Funeral service for MR. LEO TURNER, JR. (b. 1934)
was Monday, September 28, at First Missionary Baptist
Church, 3509 Blue Spring Road NW, Huntsville, Ala., with
eulogy by Pastor R. L. Turner of Destiny & Legacy Minis-
tries, Birmingham, Ala.

Graveside service for MS. LIELIA MORRIS (b. 1964) was
Sunday, September 27, at Big Cove Cemetery.

Funeral service for MR. CHARLIE BROWN (b. 1944) was
Sunday, September 27, at Blackburn Chapel CP Church,
507 Plummer Road, Huntsville, Ala.

Funeral service for MS. EULA MAE SLEDGE (b. 1959)
was Sunday, September 27, at Nelms Memorial Funeral
Home with Minister Bernard Parharm, Sr., of Chattanoo-
ga, Tennessee, officiating.

Funeral service was Saturday, September 26, for MR.
CHARLIE J. EUTSEY (b. 1965) at Nelms Memorial Fu-
neral Home Chapel.

Funeral service for MR. JOHN D. MARTIN (b. 1951) was
Saturday, September 26, at Hopewell Missionary Baptist
Church, 292 Cemetery Road, New Market, Ala.

Funeral service for MRS. MARTHA ADAMS HERE-
FORD (b. 1934) was Wednesday, September 23, at Trin-
ity Congregational Church UCC, 722 Brownsferry Street,
Athens, Ala., with Minister Charles Harris, Jr., officiating
and Minister Dana Harris eulogist.

Funeral service for MR. FREDERICK HAYGOOD (b.
1963) was Saturday, September 19, at Nelms Memorial
Funeral Home with Rev. Walter Peavy officiating and eu-
logist.


https://www.nelmsmemorial.net/
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Second Acts Require First-Day Ears

I recently came across an article about Whole Foods co-founder John Mackey, https://
cnb.cx/4yil.d7t, and the lessons he has learned while launching his “second act.”
Those two words stopped me: second act - why? - because I'm living one.

Caution: Danger

And I'm discovering that perhaps one of the greatest dangers of a second act is entering
it convinced that everything we learned during the first one qualifies us to skip orienta-
tion.

It doesn't.

A second act is not simply Act One with a new title. It is another opportunity to be-
come a freshman.

These days, several doors are appearing before me—church historian; perhaps accept-
ing pastoral ministry; and possibly becoming a doctoral student in theology. Each oppor-
tunity intersects with things I have done before.

That may be precisely the danger.

At a Crossroads?

Experience can become an asset—or an ego.

My instinct could be to walk into these rooms an-
nouncing what I know, what I have accomplished and
how many years I have been doing it.

Instead, I am learning something different:

Lead with Your Ears

That is increasingly how I understand Step Three
of my Seven Steps to Transform Your Leadership: Lead with Your Ears.

Before changing something, listen.

Before demonstrating what you know, listen.

Before telling people where they should go, listen long enough to discover where they
have already been.

And sometimes, before moving at all, wait.

That last lesson may be the most difficult for leaders accustomed to making things hap-
pen.

Right now, there are conversations I am waiting to have, meetings I am waiting to at-
tend and possibilities I am deliberately refusing to push.

I'm learning that waiting is not necessarily inactivity. Sometimes waiting is leadership
discipline.

My Seven Steps also include “Dig Deeply” and “Grow Up to Be a Child,” #s 2 and 4,
respectively. Both seem particularly appropriate for a second act.

Dig deeply enough to discover what your first act taught you.

Then become childlike enough to admit how much your second act still requires you to
learn.

At 72, 1 find that strangely exciting.

I'm not mourning what 'm no longer doing. I'm becoming increasingly grateful for the
space to discover what comes next.

Perhaps that is the real gift of a second act:

You don't have to erase the first one.

You just cannot allow yesterday’s experience to drown out tomorrow’s instructions.

So I'm showing up for freshman orientation.

And this time, I'm bringing my résumé—but keeping my ears
open.

Tim Allston

Leadership Player-Coach and Four-time Amazon
Best-Selling Author, “Leading from the Middle”
Contact: (256) 212-0949 - https://bit.ly/4aB9Lwm
Email Address: leadingfromthemiddle.tim@gmail.com
Website: www.timallston.com
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“I'm just going to wait.”
Something we tell our-
selves often. That is not a
problem when it concerns
planning finances, espe-
cially if you're in a bind
and splurge spending
crosses your mind.

Let’s be reasonable.

But let’s take a look at
accomplishing your goals/
dreams. It doesn’t matter
what area you decide to
enhance or advance. You
can’t wait forever.

Let’s ask the question ...
Every good solution starts
with a question.

What are you waiting
on? What opportunity
needs to pose itself before
you take a leap and get
moving? A handout.

Come on!

SMH, What about fit-
ness? What “feel” are you
waiting on to decide?
THIS is the day I will start
my fitness journey.

L5
illcrinial

¢

Nutrition, how about
this one? What needs to

take place for you to say,
“That’s it, 'm going to
start being mindful of
what I am eating!” Isita
near-death situation that
needs to occur? Does a
sickness need to set in?

What are you waiting
for?

Are you waiting for
some magical moments

Why Wait?

(which you have the
luxury of changing) to
occur? Guess what? It’s all
in your head.

You can start today.
That moment can be right
now!

Start planning, writing,
running, making connec-
tions, and putting those
sweets down.

Think back on some
thing you have accom-
plished. Think hard about
that moment you decided
to start. Grab that feeling
and create an updated
version of it today! Why
wait?

Start right now!
Lace Up!

Let’s Go! Life is waiting
for you!

o StateFarm-

Mary F Spears, Agent

(Behind McDonald'’s)

155 Chestnut Drive

Madison, AL 35758

Bus 256-837-8899 Fax 256-837-8225
mary.spears.cffc@statefarm.com

The greatest compiiment you can give is a referral.
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HAPPENINGS, ACTIVITIES & MORE!

October 7

Five Finger Death Punch,
Cody Jinks & Eva Under

Fire

The Orion Amphitheater
Huntsville, Ala.

7:30 p.m.

October 8

Interfaith Mission Service
2026 Annual Celebration
and Awards Dinner
Keynoter: Atty. Joe N.
Lampley

Huntsville Country Club

Oakwood Avenue
Huntsville, Ala.
6-8 p.m.

October 9

Huntsville Havoc vs. Pen-
sacola Ice Flyers
Exhibition Game

Polaris Ice at Propst
Arena

Von Braun Center
Huntsville, Ala.

7 p.m.

October 9-11

Woody Anderson Ford

256-539-9441
www.WoodvAndersonFord.com
2500 Jordan Lane, Huntsville, AL

Annual Gem, Jewelry &
Mineral Show

Huntsville Gem & Min-
eral Society

Jaycee Community Build-
ing

2180 Airport Road SW
Huntsville, Ala.

10 a.m.-6 p.m.

October 13

Concert

The Doobie Brothers
The Orion Amphitheater
Huntsville, Ala.

8 p.m.

October 15

AAMU Homecoming
Golf Tournament
Hampton Cove Golf
Course

7 a.m. Registration

8 a.m. Shot Gun Start
$600 Foursome/$150
https://mp.gg/23yc17khq
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October 15

AAMU Homecoming
Alumni Pep Rally - 6-8
p.m. | Mixer 6-11 p.m.
The Orion Amphitheater
701 Amphitheater Drive
Huntsville, Ala.

October 16
Alumni Homecoming

DJ Nakidfine and Element
XTI with BigTim da DJ
3414 Governors Drive
Southwest, Huntsville,

“Back on the Yard: The

| 1a

/il
3 f Sl
¢ o

Reunion”

20 Years of Ivy & Influ-
ence

Sands of Sahara

1426 Paramount Drive
Huntsville, Ala.

2-7 pm.

(256) 441-5818

October 17

Pastoral Installation
Service for Pastor-Elect
Maurice Lee

Fletcher’s Chapel P.B.
Church

Speaker: Elder Dr. Ken-
neth Duke

30592 Hardiman Road
Madison, Ala.

Engaging art from an ° :‘
engaging artist! }L
i Each weekin The Valleys
Weekly! Only online!
‘What have YOU been
missing?

valleyweeklyLLC.com -

y Weekly, |

October 9, 2026

10 a.m.

Bulldog Football
AAMU vs. Grambling
State

Louis Crews Stadium

October 23

“NMuminating the Path to
Excellence in Music Edu-
cation”

The Bradford Scholar-
ship Foundation, Inc.
Fundraissing and Awards
Luncheon

Church Street CPCA Fel-
lowship Hall

228 Church Street NW
Huntsville, Ala. | 11 a.m.

iy B
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(THERE ARE MANY COLUMNISTS, BUT )

They’re Not Like Tim!

my Weekly

A thought-provoking and insightful take on the latest news and views.
Join TIM ALLSTON every week for interesting perspectives you can't
find anywhere else!

ValleyWeeklyLLC.com
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Dr. Arthur L. Walker
is a former president
of the 6,000-student
Motlow State Commu-
nity College in Moore
County, Tenn.

During his 18-year
tenure with the col-
lege, he progressively
advanced through the
academic ranks from
instructor to becom-
ing the first African-
American to hold the
position of president.
Walker moved Motlow
College forward in areas
of student access, capital
projects, and fundrais-
ing.
He spearheaded a
$2.3 million fundrais-
ing drive to construct
the first free-standing
building for the Motlow
College Smyrna Teach-
ing Center, a building
that was named in
his honor in October
2017. As Director of
the Fayetteville Center,
Dr. Walker facilitated
the construction of the
Fayetteville Center and
the Sundquist Center
for Advanced Technolo-
gies, all while directing
enrollment growth,
program development,
marketing and commu-
nity relations.

Prior to his tenure at
Motlow College, Walker
served 26 years in the

U.S. Air Force (USAF),
including two tours in
Alabama.

After retiring from
Motlow College in 2006,
Walker launched a third
career: president of his own
company—Empowerment
Concepts, Inc.—a profes-
sional development firm. In
this capacity, he consulted
and provided training for
a wide variety of organiza-
tions.

Walker earned his as-
sociate degree at Okaloosa-
Walton Junior College

Rosetta James Foundation “Spotlight on Our Elders” ... Featuring

Dr. Arthur L. Walker

(FL), his bachelor’s
degree at Athens State
University, the master’s
at Troy University, and
the doctorate at the Uni-
versity of Memphis.

Dr. Walker was

married to the late Rosa
Rice Walker, a retired
school teacher. They
have one adult daughter,
Angela, and joined the
historic Saint John AME
Church in Huntsville,
Alabama.
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Sunday, October 11, 2026
Twentieth Sunday
After Pentecost

(Track 2, Year A)
First Lesson:
Isaiah 25:1-9
Psalm 23
Second Lesson:
Philippians 4:1-9
GOSPEL:
Matthew 22:1-14

JOIN US WEEKLY FOR GLORIA B'S

MILLENNIAL
MOMENT

“Spotlight on Our Elders” is a weekly feature sponsored by the
Rosetta James Foundation to promote volunteerism and activ-
ism in our community among those who are 70-plus. The Foun-
dation also provides scholarships. Learn more about us at www.
rosettajamesfoundation.org. Know an outstanding elder (70+)
that you would like to see featured? Send us a photo and 250-
word write-up to info@valleyweeklyllc.com.
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AAMU Bulldogs Take Shakespeare Beyond “The Hill’

The Alabama A&M
University Bulldog Bards
took Shakespeare from The
Hill to stages across Hunts-
ville last week with the fifth
annual “Bard in the Yard”

This year’s production,
“Shakespeare in Love &
War,” brought together
some of William Shake-
speare’s best-known
characters and scenes
in a fast-paced perfor-
mance featuring romance,
comedy, drama and stage
combat.

Performances began
Wednesday, Sept. 30, at
Fantasy Playhouse Chil-
dren’s Theater & Academy
before moving to The
Orion Amphitheater on
Thursday, Oct. 1.

For the AAMU students
involved, the production
offered more than an op-
portunity to take the stage.
The Bulldog Bards partici-
pated through the Creative
Workforce Development
Program, a partnership
between AAMU and Fan-
tasy Playhouse that allows
students to earn University
credit while gaining profes-
sional theater experience.
Students are also paid as
professional actors for their
performances.

“I have thoroughly en-
joyed being both a teach-

ing artist and an
actress,” said senior
communications
media major Shyla
Wade. Wade, a
Nashville, Tennes-
see, native who
portrays Juliet and
Ophelia, returned
for her second year
with the group. She
was among students
from academic
programs across
the University that
brought this year’s
production to life.

Senior English
pre-law major
Daniel A. Ware of Atlanta
returned for his fourth year
with the group, portray-
ing Othello, Romeo and
Macbeth. Junior communi-
cations media major Jayla
Tillman of Huntsville re-
turned for her second year
in the roles of the Nurse,
Joan of Arc and Sylvia,
while senior communica-
tions media major Rickayla
Whitelow of Holly Springs,
Mississippi, also returned
for her second year as an
actor swing and ensemble
member.

Several students made
their Bulldog Bards de-
buts. Sophomore biology
major Chizitelu Justin
of Abuja, Nigeria, por-
trayed Lady Macbeth and

Julia; sophomore politi-
cal science major Trinity
Golden of Byram, Mis-
sissippi, played Adriana
and Beatrice; sophomore
visual arts major Cailyn
Alexander of Bessemer,
Alabama, portrayed Portia
and Luciana; and freshman
mechanical engineering
major Elijha Cooper of
Decatur, Alabama, took on
the roles of Iago, Benedick
and Hamlet.

Anijah Gilbert of Chica-
go, who studies mechanical
engineering and commu-
nications media, portrayed
Mercutio and Cleopatra.

“This has been a phe-
nomenal experience as
both a teaching artist and
actress,” Gilbert said. “I'm

brilliant and beauti-
ful”

The company
also included
freshman computer
science major Ryan
Wade of Nash-
ville and junior
political science
major Alivia Mor-
ris of Clarksville,
Tennessee, who
workedbackstage.
Helen Moyer
of Huntsville, a
Fantasy Playhouse
employee and
care coordinator,
returned for her
third year with the group
as Desdemona and Tybalt.

grateful for the opportunity
to portray Cleopatra and
Mercutio on my first tour,
and I hope young girls who
see Cleopatra recognize

“Shakespeare in Love
that they, too, are strong,

& War” was the Bulldog

Bards’ first production of
the 2026-27 academic year.
Performances were
scheduled for 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 30, at
Fantasy Playhouse; 9:30
am., 11 am. and 6 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 1, at The
Orion; and 11 a.m. and
2 p.m. Friday, Oct. 2, at
AAMU’s Johnson Little
Theatre.

The Orion performances
were free. The produc-
tion was family-friendly
but included staged sword

combat.

Back row, from left, are Jayla Tillman,
Anijah Gilbert, Shyla Wade, Helen
Moyer and Chizitelu Justin. Front row,
from left, are Daniel Ware, Cailyn
Alexander, Elijha Cooper, Rickayla
‘Whitelow and Maddison Qualls. Photo
courtesy of Elise Walker, content coor-
dinator, Fantasy Playhouse Children’s
Theater & Academy.
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“WE CANNOT ERASE THE STING OF DEATH,
BUT WE CANMAEKE IT EASIER"
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Ifred Street Bapt. Church Open Blue Eagle Market
Drake State Community and Technical College
Thursday, October 1,2026

Photos and Text Courtesy of Drake State

Drake State Celebrates
Grand Opening of Blue
Eagle Market, a Food pan-
try made possible through
support from Alfred Street
Baptist Church’s Tithe the
Tithe initiative

Drake State Community
and Technical College cel-
ebrated the grand opening
of the Blue Eagle Market, a
new on-campus food pantry
designed to provide students
with access to food and es-
sential resources.

The Blue Eagle Market

was established with support
q from Alfred Street Baptist
Church through its Tithe
the Tithe (T3) initiative,
which invests in organiza-
tions and programs serving
communities and creating
opportunities for individuals
and families.
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DRAKE STATE

COMMUNITY & TECHNICAL COLLEGE

The grand opening took
place Thursday, October 1,
2026, at 11 a.m. in the Drake
State Bookstore on the first
floor of the S.C. O’Neal Li-
brary. Representatives from
Alfred Street Baptist Church
joined Drake State students,
faculty, staff and community
partners for the celebration.

“Students come to Drake
State focused on building a

Drake President Patricia Sims (c) with (I-r) church administrator Bran
Bonner and Rev. Marcia Norfleet.
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better future for themselves
and their families. Basic
necessities can have a direct
impact on their ability to
stay focused on that goal,”
said Dr. Patricia Sims,
president of Drake State
Community and Technical
College. “The Blue Eagle
Market gives us another
way to support our students
beyond the classroom. We
are grateful to Alfred Street
Baptist Church for investing
in our students and helping
us remove barriers that can
stand between a student and
their ability to learn.”

The Blue Eagle Mar-
ket will serve Drake State
students experiencing food

 Students visit new Blue Eagle Mark

4

insecurity by providing
convenient access to food
and other essential items

on campus. The initiative is
part of the College’s broader
commitment to create an
enabling environment for
student success.

“The Alfred Street Baptist
Church seeks to put our
resources to work in ways
that create a meaningful and
lasting impact,” said Bryan
Bonner, church administra-
tor of Alfred Street Baptist
Church. “Supporting the
Blue Eagle Market means
supporting students as they
pursue their education,
prepare for careers and
strengthen their commu-

iPatricia Sims, Dr. John Rosenthal and ASBC members.
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nities. We are pleased to
partner with Drake State in
helping ensure students have
access to the resources they
need to support students.”

The partnership dem-
onstrates how colleges,
faith-based organizations
and community partners
can work together to address
students’ basic needs while
supporting educational
attainment and economic
opportunity.

The opening followed
a commitment from the
Alfred Street Baptist Church
to the Downtown Rescue
Mission to support transi-
tional housing.
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4th Women of Worshlp (WOW) Conference
AC Hotel | Downtown Huntsville

-Saturday, September 26, 2026
Photos Submitted by Minister Toni Savage, Ph.D., President/Founder, Daughter of Zion Ministries, Inc.
https://dzministries-hsv.org

DR. TONI SAVAGE

4 DAUGHTER OF ZION MINISTRIES, INC.
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Daughter of Zion
Ministries, Inc. (DZM)
presented its 4th Women
of Worship Conference
(WOW). The conference
theme was “Metamorpho-
sis” based on Romans 12:2:
“And be not conformed
to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renew-
ing of your mind, that ye
may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God”

Wetanwr;;h

Women of Wors

Women of Worship

The guest speaker for
~yry-y . the morning session was
< Pastor Neissa Kirby-Simon
(first, left), Kingdom Love
Ministry. Her sermon title
was “Renew, Revive, and
Rise” based on the confer-
ence scriptural reference,
Romans 12:2.
Wetamerp

Women of Worship Dr. Toni Savage (r) was

the keynote speaker. Her
sermon title was “Divine
Metamorphosis” Her ser-
mon text was taken from
Matthew 17:1-5.

Immersed in an envi-

pasTOR,
RESH STA&!' CHRISTIANS MINISTRY

Metamorphos1s WOW Conference 2026 Theme

DA

”And be not conformed to this world: but be ye tr ansformed

11) rthe renewing of your mind. chat ve may prove what is

that good, and acceptable, and
Rom,m\ 22
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26,2026 n:

10:00A — 3:00P &

AC HOTEL, HUNTSVILLE, AL
FREE EVENT—LUNCH PROVIDED N
REGISTRATION REQUIRED & O

ronment of love, unity,
sisterhood, and spiritual
excellence, the conference
participants experienced a
powerful worship encoun-
ter. The sisters in the faith
departed feeling renewed,
empowered, and trans-
formed.

Daughter of Zion Min-
istries, Inc., a qualified IRS
Section 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization, was founded
by Dr. Toni Savage and is
committed to spreading
the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and making a difference
in the community. For
more information on the
ministry, call DZM at (256)
797-3017.

Special thanks to Pas-
tor Neissa Kirby-Simon,
Brother Anthony Gibson,
Brother Brandon Pair,
Sister Nikki Strickland, and
The Valley Weekly.

-VOLUNTEERS-
Stewardess Bertha Ander-
son
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Deacon Razak Arunaogun
Minister Marie Corbett
Mother Betty Craighead
Sister Sherri Drake
Minister Linda Earle
Sister Brooke Erskine
Elder Dorothy Garrison
Sister Sandra Garrison
Sister Sheryl Garrison
Sister Cynthia Hatchett
Sister Angela Henderson
Sister Malinda Holling-
sworth

Sister Jackgueline Jefferson
Sister Janice King

Sister Almondrea Kirby
Brother Patrick Mauldin
Sister Loleatha Miller
Sister Asia Mims

Sister Wanda Nall

Sister Brandy Nance
Minister Nettie Pruitt
Sister Zeniyah Pruitt
Sister Donna Robinson
Minister Leo Robinson
Sister Adrienne Savage
Minister Julian Savage
Sister Danielle Tyler
Minister Carolyn Walker
Deacon James Walker
Deaconess Renata Walker

Sister Kiana Wilson
%%
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TARCOG Issues
‘Winter Wishes’ for 2026

As it settles
into the fall
season, the
TARCOG staft
is already think-
ing beyond
pumpkins and turkeys to
what can be one of the lone-
liest winter holidays for its
aging and disabled
clients. That's why TARCOG
is working on its annual
drive called Winter Wishes
and asking the community
for help.

This will be the 24th
year the TARCOG holiday
campaign has been used to
provide joy to the aging
community. Since the begin-
ning, generous sponsors
have helped fill thousands of
wishes for TARCOG
clients in DeKalb, Jackson,
Limestone, Madison and
Marshall counties. TARCOG
serves more than 1,000
clients in the region, includ-
ing a small percentage of
veterans.

TARCOG is currently
seeking sponsors for this
year’s Winter Wishes cam-
paign. At the same time, case
managers are collecting up
to three wishes from clients.

Sponsors range from
interested individuals to
churches, social groups,
clubs, neighborhoods, and
more.

Most provide gifts
wrapped in colorful holiday
paper bags. Some people
provide gift cards or finan-
cial donations, which staff
uses to complete any unfilled
wishes. To participate, all it
takes is an email or phone
call to TARCOG.

Starting in October, the
Campaign Coordinators
Kaleka Jones and Sanfunee
Edwards will begin sharing
those wishes with interested
sponsors.

“In this campaign, we ask
interested sponsors to fill at
least one of the wishes on a

ik TARCOG

personss list,” said TARCOG
Executive Director Michelle
Gilliam Jordan. “In the past,
we've had amazing sponsors
who have fulfilled every wish
and then some. It is always a
beautiful and uplifting time
of year to see how giving our
communities are to those
who truly may not receive
any other type of gift during
the winter holiday

season.”

Sponsors begin drop-
ping off their donations in
November at TARCOG. This
year, drop offs will be at the
agency’s new and permanent
home in the MidCity Dis-
trict at 4976 Corporate Drive
NW. Gifts are delivered by
case managers during client
visits throughout December.

Anyone can be a sponsor.

Jordan encourages anyone
interested in participating in
Winter Wishes 2025 to
provide their contact
information and how many
clients they are interested in
sponsoring by email to
Medicaid. Waiver@tarcog.us,
or call 256-830-0818.
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Arts Huntsville Begins Self-Guided Tours of Downtown

Arts Huntsville, in
partnership with the City
of Huntsville and Down-
town Huntsville, Inc., has
launched three free self-
guided tours of public art in
downtown Huntsville. Each
tour is available as an in-
teractive map on the Public
Art Archive and as a down-
loadable guide. Free printed
pocket guides for two of the
tours are available at the
Huntsville/Madison County
Visitor Center.

The tours are built for
different audiences and
amounts of time. The inter-
active maps show a visitor’s
location as they walk, and
both the online and printed
materials include informa-
tion about each artwork.

The Downtown Art Es-
sentials Tour is a one- to
two-hour route through
downtown’s most recogniz-
able public artworks. It’s
made for first-time visitors
and anyone hunting for the
right photo backdrop.

The Downtown Art
Discovery Trail, created in
partnership with Down-
town Huntsville, Inc., is the
most comprehensive tour,
with 30 stops. It runs from

the Dan Burch’s sculp-
tural work at the Huntsville
Madison County Veterans
Memorial on the north
end of downtown to the
restored Cosmic Christ
mosaic on First Baptist
Church. Along the way are
murals by local artists, the
rotating sculpture exhibi-
tion on Courthouse Square,
and The Little Lion of Big
Spring Park, a sculpture
dating to about 1900 that
was recovered from the
bottom of the spring in
1990. Most stops are in the
walkable downtown core.
The final five stops are best
reached by car, including
Cosmic Christ, the Dr.
William Hooper Coun-
cill sculpture and Glenn
Dasher’s Moon Gate.
“Downtown Huntsville
already gives people so
many reasons to explore,
and the Art Discovery Trail
adds another fun way to
experience our city,” said
Karla Palacios, Director of
Partnerships at Downtown
Huntsville, Inc. “Public
art encourages people
to slow down, discover
something new and explore
the businesses, restaurants

and spaces around them.
It's another great way to
create connections while
supporting the vibrancy
and economic vitality of
downtown.”

The Amazing Space Race
is a family tour for children
in grades K-5. Kids follow
the Artonians, a group
of curious aliens visiting
Huntsville, from artwork to
artwork. The tour is aligned
with Alabama state educa-
tion standards and connects
with the Huntsville/Madi-
son County Convention
& Visitors Bureau’s Lucky
Duck Scavenger Hunt, with
bonus “Duck Alert!” clues
included in the guide.

The tours are part of
the Downtown Huntsville
Public Art Engagement
Initiative, a project funded
in part by the Alabama
State Council on the Arts.
The initiative built upon
Arts Huntsville’s free, do-
cent led First Friday Public
Art Tours at City Hall and
added additional artwork
records to the Public Art
Archive, a national public
art database run by Creative
West. The initiative also
added QR code signage

“BRILLIANT, BITING AND DEEPLY HUMAN ..." - REEDSY DISCOVERY
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THE GATE-BUSTING MASTERPIECE BY JEROME SAINTJONES
AUDIOBOOK NARRATED BY THE GOLDEN VOICE OF JEREMY MICHAEL DURM

AMAZON.COM - BOOKSTORES EVERYWHERE - AUDIBLE AND MORE!

“... sympathetic evocation of life’s randomness, desperateness,

pain and beauty ...”

-Dr. Loretta S. Burns, Professor Emerita
Tuskegee University

“...engaging and memorable ...”

Dr. Trudier Harris, Professor Emeritus
University of Alabama

“...the soul of the book lies in its refusal to sanitize

the truth ...

ValleyWeeklylic.com

at most of the artworks.
Each code links directly to
that artwork’s page on the
archive.

“We often get requests
for public art tours, but
previously the City Hall
collection and the Public
Art Archive were the main
options we could offer;” said
Jennifer Moore, Direc-
tor of Public Art at Arts
Huntsville. “Now we have
three new resources to
help people engage in our
downtown art in a more
meaningful way”

First Friday tour still take
place the first Friday of each
month from 4:30 to 6:00
PM. Each tour is limited
to 50 participants. Regis-
tration opens about one
month before each tour.

Tour maps, download-
able guides, and First Friday
registration are available
at www.artshuntsville.org/
public-art-tours. Printed
pocket guides for the
Downtown Art Discovery
Trail and the Amazing
Space Race are available at
the Downtown Huntsville/
Madison County Visitor
Center while supplies last.
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