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"Any real change implies the breakup of the world as one has always known it.” — James Baldwin

OUC Hosting Free Prostate Health Webinar

Oakwood Univer-
sity Church (OUC)
Health Ministries
will host its Prostate
Health Zoom Webi-
nar Sunday, Septem-
ber 27 at 5 p.m.

Dr. Quinton V.
Cancel, a board-cer-
tified urologist, will
speak on the topic
“After Treatment” to

give tips on dealing
with dysfunctions
after cancer treat-
ment.

David McEl-
haney, prostate can-
cer survivor and one
face of the “David
‘Mac’ McElhaney
and Roy S. Johnson
Prostate Cancer
Prevention Act,”
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Alabama state law,
will host. Use the
QR code to attend.

Prostate cancer is
the second leading
cause of death for
men in America,
yet it’s almost 100%
curable if detected
early.

For additional

information, contact

Patti Conwell at
(256) 714-3822.

Drake State Salutes Nursing Grads

Graduates of
the LPN Launch
Program recently
gathered for one of
healthcare educa-
tion’s most cher-
ished traditions: the
Pinning Ceremony.
Held at the Cochran
Campus, the collab-
orative facility born
out of Drake State’s
partnership with

&
Huntsville Hospital,
the event brought

together students,

faculty, and hospital
leadership to honor
this important mile-

stone.
Drake State
President Patricia

Sims and Huntsville

Hospital executive

vice president Tracy

Doughty reflect-
ing on the strength
of the partnership
that made the LPN
Launch Program
possible.

Huntsville Levity Live to Feature Mike Goodwin

Huntsville Levity
Live has scheduled
comedian Mike
Goodwin for his
“Open Mike Tour”
on October 9 (7

pm.)and 10 (4 &7
p-m.).

With his signa-
ture bowtie, Mike
is a Camden, South
Carolina native who

is a refreshingly
funny stand-up co-
median “without a
foul or vulgar word
spoken.”

Tuskegee Continues Dominance in HBCU 2027 Rankings

Tuskegee Uni-
versity continues
to mark a path for
academic excellence
and providing stu-
dents the tools they
need to succeed
after graduation.
The 2027 U.S. News
& World Report
rankings show it
moved up a notch to
the No. 3 position
among all HBCUs,
only topped this
cycle by Spelman
and Howard. The
annual report con-
tinues to show that
Tuskegee is making
an impact in the
lives of students
who may face finan-
cial challenges and
are often the first
in their immediate
family to graduate
from college.

In the 2027 rank-
ings, Tuskegee Uni-
versity is recognized
in a variety of areas.

Key Highlights
from the 2027 U.S.
News & World Re-
port Rankings:

No. 3 among His-
torically Black Col-
legs and Universities
No. 5 in Private
Schools

No. 7 among Re-
gional Universities
South

No. 7 in Most In-
novative Schools

ali

No. 7 in Best
Undergraduate
Teaching

U.S. News &
World Report lever-
ages a variety of in-
dicators, including
student outcomes,
in its rankings.

When it comes

to campus size by
physical acreage,
Tuskegee leads the
HBCU list with
approximately 5,000
acres, including
agricultural and
outlying research
land alongside its
core campus.
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Here are the top issues
and events in Washington,
D.C.,, for this week:

1. CONGRESS. The Sen-
ate is in session this week,
while the House is out
until Nov. 8. The Senate
failed on a 49-50 vote (60
votes were needed) last
week to move forward on
the CLARITY Act, which
would have created a fed-
eral regulatory framework
for the cryptocurrency
industry. This week, it will
continue debate on a bill
to regulate college athletes’
“name, image, and like-
ness” (NIL) rights. On
Wednesday, the Senate
Judiciary’s Crime Subcom-
mittee held a hearing on
Flock cameras’ Al surveil-
lance network.

2. EXECUTIVE
BRANCH. The President
returned to the White
House on Saturday eve-
ning, rather than Sunday,

N

following State Depart-
ment warnings about rapid
escalations between Saudi
forces and Houthi rebels

in Yemen. On Monday,

he was in New York City,
where he met with Mayor
Mamdani and French Pres-
ident Macron. On Tuesday,
he spoke at the United
Nations General Assembly.
On Thursday, the Presi-
dent hosted a state dinner
for Chinese President Xi
Jinping at the White House
and — per ABC News —
was at Joint Base Andrews
to meet Xi’s plane. Last
Saturday, he announced
plans to create a new Al
“czar” at the White House
and a new agency known
as the “Al Force” Last
Friday, a 3-judge panel on
the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the 1st Circuit unani-
mously upheld a lower
court judge’s decision that
the Department of Home-
land Security’s policy,
which has to date deported

25,000 immigrants to third
countries, is unlawful.

Last Saturday, the White
House Correspondents
Association called on the
White House to restore the
credentials of journalists
from CNN, MSNOW, and
Politico, who were banned
from the White House by
the President on Friday.

3. SUPREME COURT.
Last Monday, the Supreme
Court declined to allow the
U.S. Postal Service to im-
plement parts of a new rule
restricting mail-in voting.
In a brief, unsigned order,
the justices left in place

a federal judge’s Boston
ruling that bars the USPS
from implementing aspects
of the rule. In related
news, the Supreme Court is
considering a White House
petition to stay a federal
judge’s Washington, D.C.,
ruling that bars the federal
government from using a
Department of Homeland
Security database to verify
voters’ citizenship.

4. MID-TERM ELEC-
TIONS. There are about
40 days until the Mid-Term
Elections. Early in-person
voting for the Mid-Terms
began last Friday in ID,
MN, SD, and VA, while 20
states have already begun
mailing ballots to voters,

o StateFarm-

Mary F Spears, Agent

(Behind McDonald’s)

155 Chestnut Drive

Madison, AL 35758

Bus 256-837-8899 Fax 256-837-8225
mary.spears.cffc@statefarm.com

The grealest compliment you can give is a referral.
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including M1, TX, and
NC. Last week, the widely
followed Cook Political
Report moved the NH
open Senate seat from
“lean D” to the “toss-up”
column, joining MI as

the other toss-up race
currently in Democratic
hands. The Senate GOP
has 5 toss-up races: AK,
IA, ME, OH, and TX (with
the GOP open seat in NC
rated as “lean D”). Demo-
crats must net 4 seats to
take control of the Senate.
CooK’s rating of the House
remains at 21 toss-ups (16
Rs and 5 Ds) — Democrats
need a net of 3 seats to take
control.

5. EDUCATION
GRANTS. The Education
Department’s proposed
update to its grant regula-
tions (EDGAR), open for

public comment through
Wednesday, September 23,
would allow the agency

to terminate competi-

tive grants to schools and
colleges “for convenience,’
significantly expanding its

discretion to cancel awards.

The proposal would also
condition major formula
funding streams, includ-
ing roughly $18 billion

for Title I, $15 billion for
IDEA, and $1.5 billion for
career and technical educa-
tion, on states and their
subgrantees complying
with executive orders.

The department says the
changes will keep projects
aligned with its priorities
and grantees accountable,
while critics warn they
would politicize fed-
eral grants and discourage
institutions, particularly
under-resourced colleges,
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from applying. The rule
mirrors a similar OMB
proposal that Congress

has temporarily blocked
through December 11
amid bipartisan concern
from appropriators, includ-
ing Senate Appropriations
Chair Susan Collins. Sepa-
rately, the White House

is reportedly weighing an
executive order to create a
politically appointed board
with authority over NTH
grant decisions, signaling
broader efforts to centralize
control of federal research
and education funding.

Hamm Consulting Group
1717 K Street, NW, Suite 900
Washington, D.C. 20006
(202) 596-8384
rhamm@hammconsulting.com
www.hammconsulting.com

Metropolitan SDA Center Celebrates 14th Anniversary

Metropolitan 7th Day
Community Worship
Center, 1116 Church Street
Northwest Huntsville, cel-
ebrated its 14th anniversa-
ry at 11 a.m., on Saturday,

September 19, featuring the

theme, “We’ve Come This
Far By Faith,” noted Senior
Pastor Reuben Griffin, Jr.

In 2011, founding pas-
tor Bertram Wright and
wife, First Lady Elizabeth
Wright, while employed at
Alabama A&M University
and Oakwood University,
respectively, established
this congregation that,
according to https://met-
ropolitan7thdaycomm.
org/, “has been serving
the local community for
over 12 years. Our humble
beginnings started in a
small church, but we have
since grown to become a
spiritual leading organi-

zation in our calling and
community””

The Valley Weekly
columnist, leadership strat-
egist and Amazon best-
selling author Tim Allston
(above) was scheduled as
the anniversary speaker,

accompanied by his wife,
soloist Ms. Virginia “Gin-
ger” Allston.

For more information on
future events, contact (256)
489.4820 or m7dcwc@
gmail.com.
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Making Impact & Building Legacy

KAREN STANLEY

Legacy is not
simply what we
inherit. It is what
we do with what
has been entrusted
to us—and how
we use our gifts,
opportunities and
influence to make
life better for oth-
ers. Karen Stanley
is doing just
that.

A Huntsville
native, Karen
is part of a
family whose
business roots
run deep in our
community. As
Vice President
of Finance for
Stanley Con-
struction Com-
pany, founded
by her late fa-
ther, Thornton
Stanley, she has helped
carry forward a success-
ful African American
family business that
has been part of North
Alabama’s economic
landscape for more than
six decades.

SEPTEMBER 25 - WILL SMITH - Willard Carroll Smith Jr. is an American actor, producer, comedian, rapper and songwriter. In April
2007, Newsweek called him “the most powerful actor in Hollywood”. Smith has been nominated for five Golden Globe Awards and two
Academy Awards, and has won four Grammy Awards. Smith has been ranked as the most bankable star worldwide by Forbes. As of 2014,
17 of the 21 films in which he has had leading roles have accumulated worldwide gross earnings of over $100 million each, five taking
in over $500 million each in global box office receipts. As of 2016, his films have grossed $7.5 billion at the global box office. For his per-
formances as boxer Muhammad Ali in Ali (2001) and stockbroker Chris Gardner in The Pursuit of Happyness (2006), Smith received

Karen’s educational
journey is equally im-
pressive. She graduated
magna cum laude from
Vanderbilt University
with a degree in chemi-

cal engineering, earned a
master’s degree in chem-

ical engineering from

MIT, and later received
her MBA from Harvard
Business School. Those
accomplishments alone

tell a story of excellence,
discipline and determi-
nation.

But degrees and titles
do not define legacy—
service does. Karen has
invested her leadership
in Huntsville and be-
yond through business

nominations for the Academy Award for Best Actor.
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development, conserva-
tion, education, philan-
thropy and civic engage-
ment. Her service has
included leadership with
the Huntsville/Madison
County Chamber, the
Huntsville-Madison
County Convention
& Visitors Bureau, the
Land Trust of North
Alabama and Alabama’s
Forever Wild Land
Trust.

She has
also provided
leadership
through Delta
Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc.,
and the Har-
vard Business
School alumni
community.

What stands
out most is her
commitment
to using her
success to help
others succeed. Through
philanthropy, schol-
arships, community
service and advocacy for
small businesses, Karen
has demonstrated that
achievement carries
with it a responsibility
to reach back and lift
others.

- BlackCelebrityBirthdays.org

FROM

NOTE

At a time when our
community is experienc-

That is making im-
pact. That is building

ing tremendous growth,  legacy.

we need leaders who

understand that progress And that is a story worth
must include everyone.  telling.

Until next week ...

Dornathy

We need people who
can sit at influential
tables—and remember
to make room for others.
Karen Stanley is one of
those people.

She inherited a proud
family legacy, but she
has not simply preserved
it. She is adding her own
chapter—one built upon
excellence, service, gen-
erosity and community.
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NELMS MEMORIAL FUNERAL HOME
2501 Carmichael Avenue NW | Huntsville, AL 35816
www.nelmsmemorial.net | (256) 539-8189

Funeral services for MR. CHARLIE BROWN (b. 1944);
MS. LIELIA MORRIS (b. 1964); MR. DAVID CROSS
(b. 1946); MS. REGINA MICHELLE CHUMANGE (b.
1981); and MR. WILLIAM DOUGLAS (b. 1960) will
be announced at a later date.

Funeral service for MS. EULA MAE SLEDGE (b. 1959)
will be Sunday, September 27, at Nelms Memorial Fu-

neral Home with Minister Bernard Parharm, Sr., of

Chattanooga, Tennessee, officiating.

Funeral service will be held Saturday, September 26, for
MR. CHARLIE J. EUTSEY (b. 1965) at Nelms Memo-
rial Funeral Home Chapel.

Funeral service for MRS. MARTHA ADAMS HER-
EFORD (b. 1934) was Wednesday, September 23, at
Trinity Congregational Church UCC, 722 Brownsferry
Street, Athens, Ala., with Minister Charles Harris, Jr., of-
ficiating and Minister Dana Harris eulogist.

Funeral service for MR. FREDERICK HAYGOOD (b.
1963) was Saturday, September 19, at Nelms Memorial
Funeral Home with Rev. Walter Peavy officiating and
eulogist.

Graveside service for MRS. YOLANDA HYTER (b.
1962) was Saturday, September 19, at Valley View Me-
morial Gardens, 139 Meridianville Bottom Road, Me-
ridianville, Ala.

Funeral service for MR. WILLIAM DOUGLAS (b.
1960) was Saturday, September 19, at Meadowlawn
Garden of Peace, 450 Mt. Lebanon Road, Toney, Ala.

Funeral service for MR. ERIC READUS was Monday,
September 14, at Indian Creek Primitive Baptist Church,
380 Indian Creek Road NW, Huntsville, Ala.

Funeral service for MRS. MATTIE LOVONDA AN-
NETTE MOORE (b. 1970) was Sunday, September 13,
at Bethlehem Primitive Baptist Church, 7575 Greenbrier
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Today’s Spiritual Game Plan:
“The Certainty of Hope”

Genesis 4:3-5 says, “In
the course of time Cain
brought some of the fruits
of the soil as an offering
to the Lord. And Abel
brought an offering, fat
portions from some of the
firstborn of his flock. The
Lord looked with favor on
Abel and his offering. But
on Cain and his offer-
ing, he did not look with
favor”

When I played profes-
sional football, we were
judged by our talents, our
strength, our size, and our
speed. But God doesn’t
look at us that way. God
looks at our hearts, and
He looks at our desire to
please Him. As we see
here in this scripture,
Abel had a greater desire
to please God than Cain
did. So my question is,
do we only desire God
to answer prayers for
our lives, or do we desire
to please Him? So often
we want God to answer
our prayers, but we don’t
honor our commitments
that we make to God. For
example, we may say that
we are going to study the
word more or pray more
or give more, but we never
follow through with these
promises. So I pray that

Prayer: Merciful God,
give us a clean heart so
that we can better serve
you.

Question: Do you feel
that you have a desire to
please God? If so, what are
you doing on a daily basis
to accomplish this?

Stay encouraged, my
brothers and sisters, and
make sure you purchase a
copy of my books, Spiri-
tual Game Plans for A Suc-
cessful Life and A Cham-
pion Game Plan for Life, at
amazon.com TODAY!

NEXT WEEK:
“Whose Side Are You On?”

September 25, 2026

BUSINESS BANKING

Beyond

deep-seated roots

PERSONAL BANKING

Our commitment to being a local community bank isn’t
just in our mission statement, it’s who we are. As your

friends and neighbors, we live here, we work here and
we are dedicated to staying here. For you. Those types
of time-honored financial values might not be something
you’d expect from a bank, but it’s what you can expect
from us. Banking Beyond Expectation.

Road, Madison, Ala. God gives each and every

one of us a more dedicated
Funeral service for MR. ISHMAEL HANNAH was heart so that we can be
Sunday, September 13, at Nelms Memorial Funeral i -
Y, o€p more obedient and com ATHENS | DOWNTOWN HUNTSVILLE | SOUTHEAST HUNTSVILLE

Home Chapel. mitted to what He wants BRYANTEANK.COM o e
us to do.

BRYANT.BANK
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LEADERS: Learn to Say, “That’s Mine!”

Former Republican Congresswoman Marjorie Taylor Greene recently offered an
extraordinary leadership confession.

Reflecting on her years as one of President Donald Trump’s strongest MAGA sup-
porters, Greene said Republicans had essentially been trained to do two things: never
apologize or admit when they were wrong, and keep fighting their enemies.

Then Greene did something leaders sometimes find extraordinarily difficult.

She reconsidered.

“As a Christian, I don't believe in doing that,” she said.

Regardless of our politics, there is a leadership lesson here.

T-O-P

For years, I have taught a simple three-part process that I call
T-O-P:

T — Target the problem.

O — Own the problem.

P — Proceed to correct the problem. The middle step may be the hardest.

Own it.
Before we can correct a problem, we must first acknowledge our contribution to it.
That applies in Washington, but it also applies around the kitchen table.
It applies in marriages. It applies between parents and children.
It applies in churches, boardrooms, classrooms and community organizations.
And yes, it applies to me.
One of the most important sentences emerging leaders can learn to say is:
“That’s mine.”
Isaid it. I didit. I contributed to it. I was wrong. Now, what can I do to help cor-
rect it?

The Blame Game

Unfortunately, too many of us have mastered another leadership strategy: the
blame game.

When something goes wrong, we immediately search for someone or something
else to blame.

My boss. My employees. My spouse. My children. The economy. The Democrats.

The Republicans. The President. Everybody—except the person staring back at us in
the mirror.
That is why T-O-P cannot become T-B-P: Target. Blame. Proceed.

Blame may make us feel better temporarily, but it rarely makes us better perma-
nently.

And perhaps that is what makes Greene’s admission worth examining. Whatever
one thinks of her politics or her previous conduct, she appears willing to reconsider
something she once embraced.

That is not weakness. That is potentially growth.

As November’s midterm elections approach, Republicans and Democrats will un-
doubtedly spend millions telling Americans what is wrong with the other side.

But emerging leaders should practice something different.

When the evidence points toward us, resist the temptation to point elsewhere.
Target it. Own it. Then proceed to do something about it.

Because sometimes the shortest route to becoming a better
leader begins with two simple words: “That’s mine”

Tim Allston

Leadership Player-Coach and Four-time Amazon
Best-Selling Author, “Leading from the Middle”
Contact: (256) 212-0949 - https://bit.ly/4aB9Lwm
Email Address: leadingfromthemiddle.tim@gmail.com
Website: www.timallston.com
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Walking on Eggshells

I used to walk
on eggshells with
my own life ...

Tipping around del-
icately. Not wanting to
hurt my own feelings.
Not wanting to disturb
the relationships I had
with parents, siblings,
cousins, friends.

So I tipped around.
Not too big. Not too
loud. Not too suc-
cessful. Because deep
down, I knew — if ]
moved in that direc-
tion, somebody was
going to call me back.
Tell me what I wasn't
capable of. Based on
my history. My past.
What they thought

they knew about me.

So I walked delicate-
ly. Handling every-
body else’s thoughts,
their ideas, their
feelings, their attitudes
— while I stomped
down my own dreams,
my own goals, my

own success, my own
freedom.

Is it worth it? Walk-
ing on eggshells with
the one life God gave
you?

He didn’t make you
fragile. He gave you
ten toes and two feet
to walk the path He set
in front of you — in
strength, in power, by
His grace, according to
His plan. Boldly. Not
delicately.

I no longer choose
to walk on eggshells.
Don't you do it either.

God loves you, and
so do I. He’s given you
a gift; open it.

MB )MarTINSON  BEASON, PC

Personal Injury
Corporate Law

ATTORNEYS AT LAW SINCE 1937

Auto Accidents

Real Estate Law  Divorce

Delivering Results.

Probate & Estate Administration

Dedicated To You.

Criminal Law

Contact Us
Phone: 256-533-1667
Fax: 256-533-1696

info@martinsonandbeason.com

www.martinsonandbeason.com

facebook.com/martinsonandbeason

You
Em

No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is
greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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VALLEY
EVENT

HAPPENINGS, ACTIVITIES & MORE!

September 25

Concert on the Dock
Lowe Mill Arts & Enter-
tainment $10 Parking
6-9 p.m.

“Angie P. Holmes”
Huntsville R&B Concert
Series

Huntsville Botanical Garden
4747 Bob Wallace Avenue SW
Huntsville, Ala.

Concert
Koe Wetzel & Wyatt

Flores
The Orion Amphitheater

Huntsville, Ala. | 7:30 p.m.

September 26

iFEST

International Festival of
North Alabama (Free)
The Orion Amphitheater
12- 5 p.m.

September 27

Jazz in the Park

“Kim Scott”

Opening Act: Jeff Ryan

Woody Anderson Ford

256-539-9441
www.WoodvAndersonFord.com
2500 Jordan Lane, Huntsville, AL

Pre-Opening Act: Carol
Albert

Big Spring Park West
Downtown Huntsville
5-9 p.m.

October 2-3

Luenell

Huntsville Levity Live
Comedy Club

2012 Memorial Parkway SW
Huntsville, Ala.

October 3

11th Annual Pink Ribbon
Gala

“Sneaker Ball”

Dance | Donate | Make a
Difference

Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity,
Inc.

Campus 805 - The Cafete-
ria | 6-10 p.m. (Formal)

October 7
Five Finger Death Punch,
Cody Jinks & Eva Under

(THERE ARE MANY COLUMNISTS, BUT )

They’re Not Like Tim!

"A thought-provoking and insightful take on the latest news and views.
Join TIM ALLSTON every week for interesting perspectives you can't
find anywhere else!

ValleyWeeklyLLC.com
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Huntsville, Ala. | 7 p.m.
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Fire October 13 8 a.m. Shot Gun Start
The Orion Amphitheater =~ Concert $600 Foursome/$150
Huntsville, Ala. | 7:30 p.m.  The Doobie Brothers https://mp.gg/23yc17khq

The Orion Ampbhitheater

October 9 Huntsville, Ala. | 8 p.m. October 15
Huntsville Havoc vs. AAMU Homecoming
Pensacola Ice Flyers October 15 Alumni Pep Rally - 6-8
Exhibition Game AAMU Homecoming p.m. | Mixer 6-11 p.m.
Polaris Ice at Propst Golf Tournament The Orion Amphitheater
Arena Hampton Cove Golf 701 Ampbhitheater Drive
Von Braun Center Course Huntsville, Ala.

7 a.m. Registration

Engaging art from an * _ !
engaging artist! .‘L i
Each week in The Valley®
Weekly! Only online!
‘What have YOU been
missing?

T

Whial Have You &u,ﬁ;xwf’ b

Powershot
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Mrs. Alice Friend
Sams was born in
Madison County, Ala.,
where she attended
public schools before
earning undergraduate
and MBA degrees from
Alabama A&M Univer-
sity.

A graduate of the
coveted Leadership
Huntsville Madison
County program in
2000, Sams serves as
program director for
Project FOCUS (Former
Offenders Changing for
Unconditional Success)
under the auspices of
the Madison County
Commission District
Six. In that capac-
ity, since 2009 she has
assisted with job and
housing placement,
GED preparation, res-
toration of voting rights
and pardons from the
State Pardon and Parole
Board. With partners,
Project FOCUS provides
workshops on anger
management, financial
stability, life skills, and
counseling.

Sams is also a retiree
of NASA Marshall Space
Flight Center, where
she served for 25 years
as contract specialist
from 1982-2007. At
NASA, she was chiefly
responsible for solicit-
ing bids and propos-
als, selecting vendors,

"Honoring Our Elders”

setta
Foundation

Rosetta James Foundation “Spotlight on Our Elders” ...

Mrs. Alice Sams

negotiating, evaluating
budgets and personnel
assignment, which resulted
in the awarding of purchase
orders, grants and multi-
million dollar contracts in
support of space and mis-
sile systems.
Her diverse career

also includes 12 years of
teaching middle and high
school students, preparing
lesson plans, using innova-
tive instructional meth-
ods to improve student’s
functional academic levels,
reporting to local and state
educational offices and
evaluating students at the
beginning and end of each
year. Sams also served
as a liaison between the
school and the Richland
County Education Asso-
ciation. Sams is no doubt
known equally as well for
her significant commu-
nity involvement and civic
engagement with various
organizations and boards.
She worked closely with the
Commissioner, Judge U. W.
Clemon and the commu-
nity on the Desegregation
Consent Order with the
Huntsville City Schools and
Madison County Schools
and helped prepare budgets
with the state and NAACP
offices and the Von Braun
Lions Club.

She is a loyal mem-
ber of First Missionary
Baptist Church, where
she serves as chairper-

Featuring

son of the Benevolent

Committee; secretary
of the Bereavement
Committee; and par-
ticipates in the Singles
Sunday School Class
and other ministries.
Sams is a member and
past president of the
Von Braun Lions Club
and was the former Dis-
trict Governors’ Secre-
tary. She is a member of
the Department of Hu-
man Resources (DHR)
Board of Directors; a lo-
cal board member of the
Selective Service System
of the State of Alabama;
a member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity, Inc.; and she is the
recipient of numerous
honors from prominent
organizations.

Sams is the mother
of a daughter, Donna, a
son, Reginald; step-
daughter M. Jeneene;
and grandchildren,
Carla, Jalen, Mitchell
and Victoria.

“Spotlight on Our Elders” is a weekly feature sponsored by the
Rosetta James Foundation to promote volunteerism and activ-
ism in our community among those who are 70-plus. The Foun-
dation also provides scholarships. Learn more about us at www.
rosettajamesfoundation.org. Know an outstanding elder (70+)
that you would like to see featured? Send us a photo and 250-
word write-up to info@valleyweeklyllc.com.
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National AAMU Conference Explores Al Future

Alabama A&M Universi-
ty continued to expand its
role in artificial intelligence
education and workforce
development by hosting
its second Generative Al
Boot Camp, bringing ap-
proximately 180 educators,
researchers, institutional
leaders and information
technology professionals
together to explore the next
frontier of Al: autonomous
agents.

The two-day Agentic Al
Boot Camp was presented
in partnership with the
Alliance for AI Trans-
formation, Amazon Web
Services (AWS) and AWS
Machine Learning Univer-
sity. Participants represent-
ed educational institutions
from across the country,
with a particular focus on
historically Black colleges
and universities, minority-

serving institutions and
community colleges.

The program built on
AAMU's first Genera-
tive AI Boot Camp, held
in June, while moving
participants deeper into
the rapidly evolving field
of agentic Al Unlike
traditional generative Al
systems that primarily
respond to prompts, Al
agents can be designed to
reason, plan and carry out
tasks with varying levels of
autonomy.

Through guided labs,
real-world use cases and
collaborative problem-solv-
ing, participants learned to
design, deploy and evaluate
Al agents using AWS tools
and frameworks. Sessions
also addressed responsible
Al practices, scalability
and ways institutions can
incorporate the technology

into teaching, research and
operations.

“Alabama A&M has
made Al a major priority
for our University, and the
boot camps have helped to
support the Al initiatives
launched by our president,
Dr. Daniel K. Wims, about
two years ago,” said Dr.
Majed El-Dweik, AAMU
vice president of Research
and Economic Develop-
ment.

AAMU is one of five
regional lead institutions
for AWS Machine Learn-
ing University, a designa-
tion that expands access to
AT and machine learning
training, curriculum and
collaborative learning op-
portunities.

For more information
about future conferences,
visit https://allianceinai.
org/events.

Sunday, September 27, 2026
Eighteenth Sunday
After Pentecost

This Sunday ¢ Lectisnary

(Track 2, Year A)
First Lesson:
Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
Psalm 25:1-8
Second Lesson:
Philippians 2:1-13
GOSPEL:
Matthew 21:23-32

JOIN US WEEKLY FOR GLORIA B'S

MILLENNIAL

MOMENT

A COLUMN YOU WON'T WANT TO MISS!
Read a SIP: S¢e
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Aunt Irma says the

young folks didn’t neces-
sarily leave God—they
left the building.

There was a time
when joining a church
was almost part of
becoming a grown-up.
You finished school,
got a job, got married,
bought a little house,
had some babies and
found yourself a church
home. Mama belonged.
Daddy belonged. Big
Mama practically had
her name engraved on
the third pew. So you
belonged, too.

But these younger
generations are asking
questions their grand-
parents often didn’t
ask. Why should I join?

practice on Monday
what they shout about
on Sunday?

And sometimes they
don’t like the answers.

They have watched
churches argue over
politics, money, sexual-
ity, race, titles, buildings,
parking spaces and who
gets to sit in the big
chair. Some have seen
enormous sanctuaries

ment but precious little
about mercy.

So they haven't nec-
essarily stopped praying.
They haven't necessar-
ily stopped believing in
something greater than
themselves. Many sim-
ply decided they could
talk to God from the
kitchen table, on a hik-
ing trail or while driving
to work without put-
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A Little Filler on the Empty Pews

What does this church surrounded by neigh- ting on Sunday clothes
actually do? Does it help ~ borhoods filled with and sitting through two
anybody besides itself? ~ poverty. Others have hours of church.
Do the people inside heard plenty about judg-

thrivent

Craig E Satterfeal
Financial Consultant

A personalized financial approach
based on your Christian values

That ought to worry
us.

Because if young
people stop believing
in God, the Church has
a theological problem.
But if they still believe
in God and simply stop
believing in us, the
Church has a credibility
problem.

problem with a new sign
out front, a fancier web-
site or another building
campaign.

You fix it by giving
people something worth
believing in.

And Aunt Irma says
you can't fix a credibility

Netms Memorial Faneral Home

“WE CANNOT ERASE THE STING OF DEATH,
BUT WE CANMAEKE IT EASIER"

2501 CARMICHAEL AVENUE
HUNTSVILLE. AL 35816
(256) 539-8189 « (256) 539-8183 (FAX)
WWW.NELMSMEMORIAL.NET

craig.satterfeal@thrivent.com
connect.thrivent.com/craig-satterfeal
256-883-5509

Advice | Investments | Insurance | Banking | Generosity
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DRAKE STATE

COMMUNITY & TECHNICAL COLLEGE
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- Friday, September 18, 2026 -

Photos Submitted by Dr. Dorothy W. Huston for The Valley Weekly
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