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RFCU Makes $2 Million Pledge to Boys & Girls Club of North Alabama
     The Boys & Girls Clubs 
of North Alabama has 
received a $2 million com-
mitment from Redstone 
Federal Credit Union 
toward their Doors to the 
Future capital campaign. 
The donation, which will 
be paid over the next five 
years, is the largest single 
gift ever awarded to the 
organization.
    “This is a transfor-
mational gift from Red-
stone,” said Patrick Wynn, 
president and CPO of 

Boys & Girls Clubs. “The 
future is bright here in the 
Huntsville area. We want 
to make sure that the Boys 
& Girls Clubs continue to 
keep pace with the needs of 
our youth and make sure 
their futures are equally as 
bright.”
    Redstone’s leadership gift 
signals the launch of Doors 
to the Future, a compre-
hensive campaign designed 
to expand the capacity of 
Boys & Girls Clubs. The 
campaign, which totals 

over $7 million, will en-
able the organization to 
develop new Centers for 
Advancement, increase 
their transportation, build 
their scholarship fund, 
and expand into North 
Huntsville.
     Boys & Girls Clubs cur-
rently serves about 5,000 
youth annually, and Wynn 
expects the added facilities 
and resources to serve an 
additional 950 students.
    “We see this investment 
as another way to improve 

the futures of youth and 
families who live in the 
areas that we serve,” said 
Joe Newberry, President 
and CEO of Redstone.
    Newberry continued, 
“So many success stories 
have come out of the Boys 
& Girls Clubs and this gift 
will create opportunities 
for even more. The orga-
nization continues to be a 
catalyst for positive change 
in the community.”

- John Few & RFCU

Pictured: Patrick Wynn, Joe Newberry, Deion Sanders and Ter-
rence Clay. Sanders was the main speaker for the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of North Alabama 2021 Leaders & Legends fundraiser 
dinner.

HBG: All About Pollinators
    Interested—even re-
motely—in the subject of 
pollination?  If so, a session 
on “Pollination: Seeds to 
Sprouts” could be an answer 
to a prayer.  At the Hunts-
ville Botanical Garden on 
Saturday, July 17, at 10 a.m., 
the like-minded will “dive 
into the world of pollinators 
and see how they answer the 
call of the flowers!”
    Participants in the 
45-minute session and series 
will use Rita Gray’s book, 
“Flower Are Calling,” to 
learn how pollination works 
and to observe pollinators at 
work in the Garden.

    The activity (July 17 and 
July 30) is free for adult 
members and $14 for non-

members (Children: $10 and 
$20).  For additional infor-
mation, call (256) 830-4447.

HMA Will Showcase Recent Acquisitions July 25
     The Huntsville Museum 
of Art will present the most 
recent version of a recur-
ring exhibition designed to 
showcase artworks added 
to its permanent collection 
within the last year. 
    Some works were 
purchased specifically 
for the collection, while 
others represent gifts from 
generous donors, accord-
ing to Museum promos.  
Still, some works will 
be familiar to Museum 
regulars, while the work of 
more established artists is 

also displayed. All works, 
however, hold in common 
a review by the Museum’s 
Collections and Acquisi-
tions Committee to fit the 
criteria established for the 
collection, and they are 
compatible with the Mu-
seum’s collecting objectives 
and goals.
     Moreover, HMA de-
scribes recent acquisitions 

as “a wonderful hodge-
podge.”  Works of different 
styles and media are dis-
played together, sometimes 
with no unifying charac-
teristic other than the fact 
that they came into the 
collection within a given 
time period. 
     Nonetheless, the shows 
demonstrate the scope of 
the Museum’s collecting 
interests and provide op-
portunities to acknowledge 
generous donors whose 
gifts help to build the col-
lection.

http://myprogressbank.com
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a trusted partner, to exceed your expectations, 
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its full potential.
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Personal, Business, & Mortgage Banking Services
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Washington in One Minute

     Here are the happenings 
in Washington, D.C., this 
week:

   1.  ON THE FLOOR.  The 
Senate is in session this 
week and will vote on Biden 
Administration nominees 
at State and Labor.  The 
House is in recess until next 
week, but House commit-
tees will meet and vote 
this week.  Last Friday, the 
U.S. Capitol Police began 
removing the remain-
ing security fence around 
the Capitol Building and 
reopened the outside lawns 
and plazas to the public 
on Saturday – although 
the Capitol Building will 
remain closed to the public. 
    2.  THE WHITE HOUSE.  
On Tuesday, President 
Biden visited Philadelphia 
to speak about voting 
rights.  On Thursday, he  
hosted a meeting with 
German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel at the White House.  

Last Friday, the President 
issued a lengthy, 72-point 
Executive Order on Pro-
moting Competition in 
the American Economy, in 
which he instructed his Jus-
tice Department to reverse 
course on what he termed 
was 40 years of pulling back 
on enforcing laws to pro-
mote competition.  In his 
remarks he focused on im-
porting lower-priced drugs 
from Canada, selling hear-
ing aids over the counter 
and limiting non-compete 
agreements in the work-
place.  Last Sunday, The 
Washington Post reported 
that top U.S. health officials, 
including White House 
Chief Medical Advisor 
Anthony Fauci and CDC 
Director Rochelle Walensky, 
will receive a briefing today 
(Monday) from Pfizer on 
whether a third COVID 
vaccine shot will be neces-
sary.  Last Thursday, Pfizer 
announced that it intended 

to seek regulatory approval 
to administer a 3rd shot 
to persons 6 to 12 months 
after receiving the 2-dose 
regimen.
    3. CDC GUIDANCE 
FOR IN-PERSON 
SCHOOL.  Last Friday, the 
U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control issued an updated 
Guidance for COVID-19 
Prevention in K-12 Schools, 
which recommends sending 
children back to in-person 
classes this fall and only 
mandates mask-wearing for 
those students and teachers 
who have not yet received a 
COVID vaccination.  
   4. FISCAL YEAR 2022 
APPROPRIATIONS + 
EARMARKS.  On Monday, 
the House Appropriations 
Committee continued 
marking up the Fiscal Year 
2022 appropriations bills, 
with the Energy and Water 
Development Appropria-
tions bill, the Transporta-
tion/HUD Appropriations 
bill, the Commerce/Justice/
Science Appropriations bill, 
and the Labor/HHS/Ed 
Appropriations bill sched-
uled to be taken up by their 
subcommittees.  These bills 
contain congressionally-
added project designations, 
formerly known as ear-
marks, for the first time in 
10 years.
    5.  RESTORING PELL 
GRANTS FOR PRISON 

PROGRAMS.  As part of 
the landmark 1994 crime 
bill, Congress banned the 
distribution of Pell Grants, 
a major source of federal 
college aid, to incarcerated 
Americans. Last December, 
Congress officially over-
turned that ban by passing 
the FAFSA Simplifica-
tion Act, which reinstated 
prisoners’ access to Pell 
Grants, at least on paper. 
However, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education has 
yet to actually reverse the 
Pell Grant restrictions on 
its end, meaning a college 
degree is still out of reach 

for the overwhelming ma-
jority of would-be students 
in prison. Although the 
department has until 2023 
to act on this issue, advo-
cacy groups are pressing 
the agency to accelerate its 
action.
   

Hamm Consulting Group
444 North Capitol Street, 

NW Suite 840
Washington D.C. 20001

T: 202-596-8384
rhamm@hammconsulting.

com
www.hammconsulting.com

satisfaction
visit us online at damson.com

https://locations.bryantbank.com/al/huntsville/16/
https://www.damson.com
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“WHY WE NEED TO 
SURVIVE”

    In Genesis 50:20, Joseph 
tells his brothers, “You 
intended to harm me, but 
God intended it for good 
to accomplish what is now 
being done, the saving of 
many lives.”
    When we look at this 
scripture we need to 
understand that when we 
“survive” certain things 
in our life, it’s not just for 
us. But sometimes it can 
be for other people, as 
well. I remember 20 years 
ago I survived cancer and 
because of that I was able 
to be a blessing to others 
through my ministry, as 
well as my relationships 
made with others.

     God not only wants to 
do things for us, He wants 
to do things through us, as 
well. Now when we look at 
the life of Joseph, we can 
see that he knew a thing 
or two about survival. 
Remember, he had to 
survive being sold into 
slavery, and being falsely 
accused of being with Po-
tiphar’s wife and thrown 
into prison. But you know 
what? He survived prison, 
as well.  So his road to 
success was not easy. And, 
we all need to remember 
that success does not 
always come in a straight 
line. There will be setbacks 
along the way.
    You know, sometimes 
we can’t see what God has 
for our lives until we start 

“The best argu-
ment against 
democracy is 
a five-minute 
conversation 

with 
the average 

voter.”
- Winston S. Churchill

experiencing life. As a 
matter of fact, the best in-
struction that we will ever 
receive will come from 
actual life experiences. 
And, let’s face it, there will 
be failures along the way. 
But the good news is, we 
are all wired for survival. 
Joseph was wired 
for survival and he 
teaches all of us a 
great lesson about 
perseverance.
     So, whatever it 
is that you really 
want out of life, 
you will have 
to learn how to 
survive the trials and the 
tests that try to keep you 
from what God wants you 
to do. There will be times 
when you don’t see any 
progress. But you still have 
to press on and survive. 
Then there may be times 
where you feel that what 
you are doing is insig-
nificant. But you have to 
press on and survive. The 

CHAMPION
GAME PLAN

P R E S T O N  B R O W N

T H E  V A L L E Y  W E E K L Y

enemy will also 
try to intimidate 
you with thoughts 
that you are not 

good enough. But remem-
ber, anything that the 
enemy tells you is a lie. So 
you have to press on and 
survive those attacks. And, 
finally, I pray that God 
gives you the insightfulness 
to realize that trials come 
to make you more aware 
not angry, stronger not 
weaker, better not bitter …
Stay encouraged, my broth-
ers and sisters.

VALLEY
DEATHS

T H E  V A L L E Y  W E E K L Y

NELMS MEMORIAL FUNERAL HOME 
2501 Carmichael Avenue NW

Huntsville, AL  35816 - (256) 539-8189

Graveside service for MR. JOHN THOMAS GURLEY (b. 
1956) was held Saturday, July 10, at Valley View Memorial 
Gardens.

Funeral service for MS. MILDRED HAYES (b. 1955) was 
held Wednesday, July 7, at Family Worship Center (Hunts-
ville, Ala.) with Pastor Javon Hearn officiating.

Graveside service for MR. TRACY BURNETT (b. 1972) was 
held Wednesday, July 14, at Indian Creek Cemetery with Pas-
tor Ricky Sykes officiating.

ROYAL FUNERAL HOME 
4315 Oakwood Avenue 

Huntsville, AL 35810 - (256) 534-8481  

Funeral service for MR. REGINALD MARCELL SMITH (b. 
1970) will be 12 noon, Sunday, July 18, at the Oakwood Sev-
enth Day Adenvist Church (7000 Adventist Blvd NW, Hunts-
ville, Ala.) with Pastor Paul Goodrich officiating.

Funeral service for DR. EUGENE HENRY SCOTT, JR. (b. 
1934) will be held at 11 a.m., Friday, July 16, at the New 
Life Seventh-day Adventist Church (3912 Pulaski Pike NW 
Huntsville, Ala.) with Elder Roy Rutledge eulogist

Funeral service for MRS. LILLIE NOBLE ARMSTRONG 
(b. 1934) was held Tuesday, July 13, at the Royal Chapel of 
Memories with Elder Dr. Jerry L. Crutcher officiating.

Funeral service for MR. JAYCEON KI’HYUN SIMS (b. 2005) 
was held Sunday, July 11, at the New Life Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church (3912 Pulaski Pike NW, Huntsville, Ala.) 
with Pastor Nelson Stokes officiating.

Graveside service for MRS. AMELIA WELLS LACEY (b. 
1937) was held Saturday, July 10, at Northside Cemetery 
(1715 Jordan Lane, Huntsville, Ala.) with Minister Al Hold-
en officiating.

Funeral service for MR. DANIEL CHARLES SCRIVENS 
was held Saturday, July 10, at the First Missionary Baptist 
Church ( 3509 Blue Spring Road NW, Huntsville, Ala.).

SERENITY FUNERAL HOME 
2505 University Drive NW

Huntsville, AL 35816 - (256) 539-9693

Funeral service for MISS SEVEN AMAYA LYNNELL 
BARNES (b. 2017) was not available at press time.

     The North Ala-
bama African Amer-
ican Chamber of 
Commerce (Hunts-
ville) meets monthly 
on the 3rd Tuesday at 
12 noon.     
      The meeting 
location varies.  Call 
(256) 564-7574.

NAAACC 
Meetings

No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is 
greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

Dedicated To You. 
Delivering Results.

Contact Us
Phone: 256-533-1667    

Fax: 256-533-1696
info@martinsonandbeason.com

Personal Injury  |  Auto Accidents  | Probate & Estate Administration     
Corporate Law  |  Real Estate Law    Divorce  |  Criminal Law

www.martinsonandbeason.com
facebook.com/martinsonandbeason

https://www.nelmsmemorial.net/
https://www.nelmsmemorial.net/
https://www.nelmsmemorial.net/
https://www.royalfh.com/welcome
https://www.royalfh.com/welcome
https://www.royalfh.com/welcome
https://www.serenityfuneralhm.com/obituary-listing
https://www.serenityfuneralhm.com/obituary-listing
https://www.serenityfuneralhm.com/obituary-listing
https://www.amazon.com/Champion-Game-Plan-Life-ebook/dp/B07BMN9XJH/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Champion+Game+Plan+for+Life&qid=1623028547&s=books&sr=1-1
https://www.martinsonandbeason.com/
https://agents.allstate.com/james-f-smith-huntsville-al.html
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“Consider the big fists breaking your little bones, or consider the vague
bureaucrats stumbling, fumbling through paper.”           

                                                                           - Gwendolyn Brooks

Students Focus of Drake “Paint Party”
     We can’t wait to see the 
latest masterpiece!
     The students at J.F. 
Drake State Community 
and Technical College will 
have a different way to re-
lax in the upcoming week.
     The College’s Student 

Services unit will provide 
at least 20 students with art 
supplies and snacks as part 
of a unique activity.
    The Art Therapy Paint 
Party will be held on 
Wednesday, July 28, in 
Drake’s Cafetorium begin-

ning at 4 p.m.
   Because of the limited 
spots available, interested 
Drake students will have to 
RSVP by contacting Lynn 
Pearce at (256) 551-7274 or 
regina.pearce@drakestate.
edu.

Drum Class Scheduled for the “Seasoned”

     Huntsville Drumline is 
offering free drum class for 
“seasoned” citizens every 
first and third Wednesday 
of the month from 11 a.m.-
12 noon and 12:30-1:30 
p.m.
     Huntsville Commu-
nity Drumline founder 
and CEO Angela L. 
Wilson-Walker, a retired 

elementary school teacher, 
recognized the need for 
non-academic and non-
sports related affordable af-
ter school youth programs 
that are fun, exciting and 
have far reaching benefits. 
     She founded Drumline 
in 2010, and has since 
engaged students through-
out the Tennessee Valley in 

educational music pro-
grams.
    Huntsville Drumline 
is located at 1800 Jordan 
Lane NW, Huntsville, Ala.  
To register or for additional 
information, visit www.
huntsvillecommunity-
drumline.com.

http://www.drakestate.edu
http://www.woodyandersonford.com
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Howard University’s “2nd Freshman 
Orientation” for Alumna Phylicia Rashad

“ . . . let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, . . .” 
                                                                     - James 1:19
    Too often, we must 
eat our own words be-
cause we spoke before 
we listened. 
    But how we eat 
them can become a 
teachable moment 
for those we seek to 
educate. 
    Such is the teachable moment offered by Howard alum-
na and its new Chadwick Boseman College of Fine Arts 
Dean, former “Cosby Show” co-star Phylicia Rashad.
     Even before she teaches her first class, Rashad is show-
ing by her personal example that immediate corrective 
actions can outdistance perhaps one’s initial words.
    When on June 30, Bill Cosby was released early from 
prison and his sexual assault conviction, Rashad tweeted 
immediately, “FINALLY!!!! A terrible wrong is being 
righted — a miscarriage of justice is corrected!” 
    When Howard declared her initial tweet “lacked sensi-
tivity,” Rashad then about-faced and re-Tweeted.
Leading by Example. Rashad’s re-Tweet followed my 
TOP formula developed to correct, manage missteps: 
Target the problem, Own it, and then Proceed with cor-
rective actions - shared in my permanently-free eBook, 
7 Steps to Manage Ego Problems: The How-to Guide for 
“Somebody Else,” www.timallston.com. 
    For example, Rashad:
•	 Targeted and Owned the problem: “This week, I tweeted a 

statement that caused so much hurt in so many people - both 
broadly and inside the Howard community, . . . I offer my most 
sincere apology.” And then

•	 Proceeded with corrective actions - “I have since removed 
that upsetting tweet. . . . I intend to earn your trust and your 
forgiveness.”

     Rashad then offered that she plans soon to “to engage 
in active listening and participate in trainings to not only 
reinforce University protocol and conduct, but also to 
learn how I can become a stronger ally to sexual assault 
survivors and everyone who has suffered at the hands of 
an abuser,” https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/02/us/phylicia-
rashad-howard-letter/index.html. 
    While some are calling for Dean Rashad’s resignation, 
I believe that she instead can serve us even better as an 
example of how to repair quickly and manage correctly.
     Now let’s see if her corrective actions speak louder 
than her initial words!
_____________
tim allston is the two-time Amazon best-selling author of U.S. 
Politics The Rise of Silver-Mettle Leaders (now on Amazon), and the 
author-narrator of The U.S. Coronavirus Crisis and the Rise of the 
“Silver-Mettle” Leaders audiobook, with a free sample chapter, when 
you click on https://bit.ly/3xiZhP9.

UAH Sets New 
Enrollment Record

    The University of Ala-
bama in Huntsville (UAH), 
a part of The University 
of Alabama System, an-
nounced record enroll-
ment for fall 2020 of 10,000 
students. This marks 
the sixth straight year of 
successive growth for the 
campus. Since 2014, UAH 
enrollment has climbed 36 
percent.
     “UAH is a leading des-
tination for high-achieving 
students,” said UAH Presi-
dent Darren Dawson. “It 
doesn’t surprise me that we 
have once again recruited 
an outstanding new class 
to break this enrollment 
record. The fact that this 
has been achieved in the 
midst of a global pandemic 
is a testament to the value 
of a UAH education.”
     The fall freshman 
class rounds out at 1,350, 
and once more the 2020 
enrollees have exhibited 
extraordinary academic 
performance. Dr. Dawson 
recognizes and appreciates 
the efforts of the entire 
Charger community that 
go into attracting and 
retaining this level of excel-
lence in the UAH student 
population.
     “I want to thank our 
faculty, staff, and students 
for banding together so 
effectively in these chal-
lenging times to not only 
ensure our campus is a 

safe place to study, work, 
and learn, but also for their 
efforts to continue to grow 
and provide a superior 
educational experience 
despite any obstacles we 
might face.”

Benchmarks:
•	 52.1 percent achieved 

an overall high school 
GPA of 4.0 or higher.

•	 39.1 percent scored 30 
or above on the ACT.

•	 Overall GPA of 3.88

Other Distinctions:
•	 UAH ranks first 

among all public Ala-
bama schools based on 
the economic outcome 
of graduates, accord-
ing to the Brookings 
Institution.

•	 UAH is considered 
“very competitive” by 
Barron’s Profiles of 
American Colleges.

•	 UAH is classified as a 
“high research activ-
ity” university by the 
Carnegie Foundation 
for the Advancement 
of Teaching.

•	 UAH has five research 
disciplines ranked in 
the top 20 in the na-
tion by the National 
Science Foundation.

•	 UAH is ranked “the 
number 1 best value 
college in Alabama” by 
SmartAsset.

City, HPD Push Social Media 
Safety & Caution

    Social media has quickly 
overtaken phone call and 
e-mail as the primary way 
people keep up with family 
and friends. There were more 
than 3.6 billion global social 
media users in 2020, and 
that number is expected to 
increase to nearly 4.5 billion 
by 2025.
    While sites like Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter and TikTok 
entertain and inform users, 
it’s important to know how to 
stay safe and keep criminals 
from scamming you or your 
loved ones.
    Huntsville Police’s Cyber 
Crime Unit Sgt. Joe Kenning-
ton offers these tips:
     Be unique.  Use strong 
passwords on your account 
that include a mix of upper-
case and lowercase letters, 
numbers and symbols. Don’t 
repeat passwords on every 
account you use.
   Avoid clicking pop-ups
Don’t click on suspicious 

links, unknown emails or visit 
unverified websites.
    Save your files.  Have a 
system to back-up data at least 
every three months. 
    Secure your connection.
Only connect to secure Wi-Fi 
networks. 
    Mum’s the word.  Be mind-
ful in providing or sharing 
your personal information 
with others. 
    Beef-up security.  Enable 
two-factor authentication on 
your accounts, when available. 
    Stay aware.  Legitimate 
companies won’t make unex-
pected or unsolicited phone 
calls, send emails or messages 
through social media asking 
for personal information or 
passwords.
    Research.  Never call a 
phone number provided by a 
possible scammer. If it seems 
too good to be true, it prob-
ably is. Call HPD’s non-emer-
gency number (256-722-7100) 
to file a report.

Councilman Keith 
Holds Town Hall

     Huntsville City Coun-
cilman Devyn S. Keith held 
a town hall meeting for his 
District 1 constitu-
ents on Wednes-
day, July 7, at the 
former Johnson 
High School Audi-
torium. 
     During the 
meeting, which 
was attended by 
Huntsville Mayor Tommy 
Battle and supported by 
other city officials, Coun-
cilman Keith announced 
the next phase of devel-
opment for the Johnson 
Legacy Campus - which 
will add additional greens-
pace and an amphitheater. 
     Adding to the an-

nouncements, Councilman 
Keith welcomed develop-
ers from Atlanta, Ga.  The 

team will build ad-
ditional new resi-
dential housing in 
the North Hunts-
ville area that will 
be adjacent to the 
current Jaguar 
Hills subdivi-
sion, which is also 

entering the next phase of 
development. 
     Councilman Keith en-
couraged the attendees to 
keep their eyes peeled as he 
has more positive news for 
District 1 forthcoming.

by Gary T. Whitley, Jr.
The Valley Weekly

https://www.facebook.com/tim.allston
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JULY 16 - Born in Holly Springs,Miss., IDA WELLS BARNETT  
was an American investigative journalist, educator, and early 
leader in the civil rights movement. She was one of the found-
ers of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP).                  - BlackCelebrityBirthdays.com

VALLEY
EVENTS

H A P P E N I N G S ,  A C T I V I T I E S  &  M O R E !

T H E  V A L L E Y  W E E K L Y

July 16
Phantastic Phenomena 
Multi-Day Camp
Cook Museum of Natural 
Science
Decatur, Ala.
10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Callback! A Stand Up 
Comedy Showcase
Shenanigans Comedy 
Theatre
2650 Leeman Ferry Road 
Suite A
Huntsville, Ala. ($10)
8 p.m.

July 17
Jazz-N-June Festival
Sponsor:  Tennessee Valley 
Jazz Society
Monte SanoState Park
12noon

July 18
“Newsies: The Musical”
Mainstage Theatre at Lee 
High School
2500 Meridian Street N
Huntsville, Ala. (2 & 7:30)
Tickets: $24-$39

July 19-22
Varsity Spirit Camp
South Hall
Von Braun Center

July 19
Monday Movies at Stove-
house
Leisure Lawn Big Screen
7-10 p.m.

July 25
The Market at MidCity
The Camp
University Drive
1-5 p.m.

July 30-August 1
D.L. Hughley
Stand Up Live
Huntsville, Ala.

August 8
Move-In Days Begin
Alabama A&M University

August 14
Shoals Southern Soul 
Festival
McFarland Park
200 James M. Spain Drive
Florence, Ala.
shoalssouthernsoulfesti-
vals.com
(256) 457-9663

September 30
Kenny G 
Concert Hall
Von Braun Center

Design      •      Print      •      Mail      •      Promotional
256-539-1658           www.xcelprint.com

Because it’s a colorful world...
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R E V .  M I C H A E L  R I C E

T H E  V A L L E Y  W E E K L Y

Seasons Change But Not the Source
Psalms 1:1-3

     The Psalmist presents 
what I label as a convinc-
ing contrast between two 
kinds of lives. The contrast 
presented are not subtle or 
suggestive, they are visible 
and verifiable. So much 
of what I call ‘pop culture’ 
theology presents God as 
the One who can and will 

make one’s life comfort-
able and trouble-free if 
they have the recipe-like 
measure of faith. 
     Some of that theology 
(pseudo-theology) even 
suggests that God is under 
obligation to do for His 
children, when they ‘plant 
the right seed in the right 
ministry,’ ‘sing the appro-
priate praise and worship’ 

song long enough, and/
or ‘speak the word,’ which 
oft times amounts only to 
quoting a verse verbatim 
from the Bible.
     The truth of the matter 
is that the obligation is not 
on God’s part, but rather it 
is on the part of those who 

claim to be His. It is not 
enough to simply claim but 
there must be some con-
duct that can visibly verify 
said claim. 
     Realistically speaking, 
in life there are Winter and 
Fall days as well as Sum-
mer and Spring. What the 

Psalmist declares is that 
seasons change but not 
the Source. The one who 
chooses to conduct their 
lives according to God’s 
word does so because they 
have been ‘planted like a 
tree by the rivers of waters.’ 
Therefore, their leaves 

(works, conduct, service) 
do not wither, but because 
of that unlimited Source of 
the ‘rivers of waters,’ they 
‘bring forth fruit in their 
season.

https://www.serenityfuneralhm.com/obituary-listing
https://xcelprint.com/
https://www.facebook.com/michael.d.rice.5
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Rosetta James Foundation “Spotlight on Our Elders” ... Featuring 

Mrs. Pearl Harris
     First Lady Hattie Pearl 
Harris is a native of Forest, 
Miss., where she was the 
fifth of 10 children born to 
Mr. Henry Jones and the 
late Mother Annie Mae 
Jones. She graduated from 
East Scott High School 
in Lake, Miss. She is a 
licensed evangelist in the 
Church of God In Christ 
(COGIC). 
     Dr. Harris serves 
faithfully in various 
capacities in her local 
church, as well as on the 
district and jurisdictional 
levels. She has served 
diligently and faithfully 
in the gospel ministry for 
35 years with her loving 
husband of 45 years—
founder and pastor of True 
Light Church of God In 
Christ (Blessed Hope Min
istry), Superintendent Dr. 
Terrell Harris, Jr. 
     Dr. Harris is the proud 
and blessed mother 
of three wonderful 

children—Apostle 
Derek T. Harris 
(Renee`), Trudy 
Harris Moore 
(Charles) and 
Mark Christopher 
Harris, all truly 
miracles from 
God. God 
graciously fulfilled Psalm 
113:19 in her life: “He 
maketh the barren woman 
to keep house, to be a 
joyful mother of children. 
Praise ye the Lord.” She 
is also blessed with four 
beautiful grandchildren. 
In November 1972, Dr. 
Harris received Jesus Christ 
as her personal Savior and 
was later baptized and 
filled with the precious 
gift of the Holy Ghost. Dr. 
Harris believes in fasting 
and prayer, and she has a 
victorious testimony that 
prayer changes things. A 
loving, kind, caring and 
God-fearing woman, she 
has been anointed by 

God to teach the 
unadulterated 
word of God in 
power and to 
minister to young, 
hurting women. 
She is founder of 
“Personal Touch 
Ministry,” which 

is divinely designed to 
bring healing, deliverance, 
restoration and hope to 
young women whose lives 
have been changed by 
neglect, rejection, divorce, 
depression, emotional 
hurt, poor self-esteem, 
brokenness, loneliness, 
abuse, guilt, as well as from 
suffering silently through 
the disappointments of 
unfulfilled potential and 
unrealized dreams and 
aspirations. 
    Dr. Harris is a 
conference and seminar 
speaker and teacher, as well 
as a facilitator, counselor, 
encourager, motivational 
speaker and administrator.

“Spotlight on Our Elders” is a weekly feature sponsored by the 
Rosetta James Foundation to promote volunteerism and ac-
tivism in our community among those who are 70-plus. The 
Foundation also provides scholarships. Learn more about us 
at www.rosettajamesfoundation.org. Know an outstanding 
elder (70+) that you would like to see featured?  Send us a 
photo and 250-word write-up to info@valleyweeklyllc.com.

Albert’s Flowers
Located Downtown in Medical District; Closest Florist to Huntsville Hospital

Free Delivery to Huntsville Hospital and Local Funeral Homes

716 Madison Street - Huntsville, AL 35801
FLOWERS, GIFTS, 
EXOTIC FLOWERS
Graduate of 
American Floral Art School
256-533-1623
256-536-6911
www.albertsflowers.com

https://www.woodyandersonford.com
https://www.rosettajamesfoundation.org
http://womackassociatesllc.com/
https://www.wjab.org
https://www.statefarm.com/agent/us/al/madison/mary-spears-6vtzg1ys000


8     July 16, 2021 

NOW OPEN!

ACCOLADES
from Our Readers

This is to give you a BIG SHOUT OUT for con-
tinuing an outstanding local Newspaper with 
photos large enough to tell who it is focused on. 
Thanks for all that you do for our community and 
the Tennessee Valley. Please give a BIG SHOUT 
OUT to Brother Saintjones, as well.

Warm Regards,
Sister (Katie) Byrd

“I believe 
order is 

better than 
chaos, cre-

ation better 
than de-

struction. 
I prefer 

gentleness 
to violence, 
forgiveness 

to ven-
detta. On 

the whole I 
think that 
knowledge 

is preferable 
to igno-

rance, and 
I am sure 

that human 
sympathy is 
more valu-
able than 
ideology.”

-Kenneth 
Clark

https://burrittonthemountain.com/

