
FREE
Friday            

May 31, 2024     
Vol. 10, No. 39

ValleyWeeklyllc.com    

“Love makes your soul crawl out from its hiding place.” - Zora Neale Hurston

POSITIVE-INSPIRATIONAL-EDUCATIONAL

Mrs. Ruby Dickson

SALUTE!
Rosetta James Foundation

ELDER OF THE WEEK

PRESTON BROWN: “GOOD INTENTIONS!” - p. 3

Officials Cut Ribbon to New City Hall - p. 8

GLORIA B: “WHAT DO YOU WANT?” - p. 5TIM ALLSTON: Samuel Alito: Become “Excuseless”! - p. 5

Washington in One Minute, Page 2
Preston Brown’s “Spiritual Game Plan,” Page 3

“Jahni” Moore’s PowerShots, Page 4
Caldwell & Allston: Perspectives, Page 5

Sunday Lectionary, Page 5
Honoring Our Elders, Page 10

A&M’s New Food Science Business Degree! - p. 7A&M’s New Food Science Business Degree! - p. 7

Second Annual ‘Love of Music’ Gala Scheduled
    Second Chance 
Deliverance & Res-
toration Ministries, 
Inc., will hold the 
Second Annual 
Love of Music Gala 
on Saturday, June 
22, at 5 p.m. in the 
Ernest L.Knight Re-
ception Center on 
the Alabama A&M 
University campus.     
     2024 Honorees 
will include Jenise 
Showers Bradshaw, 
choral director, Del-
ta Choir, Huntsville 
Alumnae Chapter; 
Vanessa Downing 
Henderson, profes-
sional gospel singer; 
Janette Kotey, for-
mer staff minister 
of music at First 
Missionary Baptist 

Church; Alexander 
“Al” Lewis, musi-
cian, God’s Temple 
Church of God In 
Christ; Charlie F. 
Lockhart IV, choral 
director, Gospel Im-
pact & Unity Choir, 
Union Chapel 
Missionary Baptist 
Church; Tommie L. 
Lockhart, profes-
sional singer, Alpha 
Ensemble, Alpha 
Phi Alpha Frater-
nity, Inc.; Courtney 
Moore, worship 
leader/minister of  
music at St. Bartley 
Primitive Baptist 
Church/advisor, 
Alabama A&M 
University Gospel 
Choir; Gregory Va-
jda, music director/

conductor, Hunts-
ville Symphony Or-
chestra; and Shelly 
Williams, profes-

sional saxophonist.
    For ticket infor-
mation, please call 
(256) 714-1029.

15th Annual White Linen Brunch June 29
    The Ivy Center of 
Huntsville/Madison 
County Foundation, 
Inc., will sponsor its 
15th Annual White 
Linen Brunch ($65) 
on Saturday, June 
29, at 10 a.m. at 
the Knight Center 
on the campus of 
Alabama A&M.        
     The event sup-
ports an array of 
community causes, 
including the Sickle 
Cell Foundation 
of North Alabama, 
Boys and Girls 
Clubs of North 
Alabama and 
Operation Making 
a Difference. Since 

its inception, the Ivy 
Center Foundation 
also has honored a 
number of out-

standing citizens 
for their servant 
leadership.     
    For more infor-

mation on tickets 
or ads, please visit 
ivycenterfounda-
tionhsv.org/

AAMU Loses Longtime Philanthropist, Alum
     The Alabama 
A&M University 
community is sad-
dened by the recent 
death of Dr. Ermest 
L. Knight, a 1953 
alum who was a 
standout contribu-
tor to the University  
for some 60 years. 
     A native of Ever-
green, Ala., Knight’s 
first job was as a 

biology teacher in 
his native  rural 
Conecuh County.  
Throughout the 
years that followed,  
Dr. Knight became 
a professor and 
department head 
for decades in the 
City University of 
New York (CUNY) 
system.  
     The longtime 

New York City resi-
dent attended the 
Magic City Classic 
religiously, and his 
incessant contribu-
tions to his alma 
mater ultimately led 
to the naming of the 
mammoth five-sto-
ry Ernest L. Knight 
Student Living-
Learning Center in 
his honor.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE!

Commissioner Violet Edwards Presents:
2nd Annual Juneteenth Community Conversation

Wednesday, June 19 - 10 a.m.-12 noon
Robert “Bob” Harrison Wellness & Advocacy Center

11-PAGE 
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Lakeside UMC Hosting Festive “Juneteenth Celebration”
    The Greater Huntsville Juneteenth Celebration will be Saturday, June 15, at Lakeside 
United Methodist Church, 3738 Meridian Street NW, Huntsville, Ala., from 10 a.m. until 
4 p.m.  This patriotic, educational, and cultural event draws American stakeholders state-
wide.  It celebrates freedom, civil rights, and equity, while acknowledging the sacrifices 
people of color made to have such liberties.  
      The 2024 event will “Educate While We Celebrate” by hosting endeavors such as 
STEM outreach, reading and literacy, health and wellness, economics, banking, voter 
registration, home ownership, music, arts, and dance.   
     This is a family event and admission is FREE! 

http://myprogressbank.com
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    Here are the top issues and 
events in Washington for the 
week of May 27.
      
      1.  CONGRESS.  The 
House and Senate are in 
recess this week and will 
reconvene next week.  Last 
week, the Senate confirmed 
President Biden’s 200th and 
201st judicial nominees 
(note: former President 
Trump appointed 237 judges, 
including 3 to the Supreme 
Court).  House Speaker Mike 
Johnson (R-LA) announced 
last week that Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu will address a Joint 
Meeting of Congress at a 
TBD date in the near future. 
     2.  THE WHITE HOUSE.   
On Monday, the President 
participated in a wreath-
laying ceremony at the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier at 
Arlington National Ceremo-
ny and, on Wednesday, he 
traveled to Philadelphia for a 
campaign event.  On Friday, 
he will host the Kansas City 
Chiefs at the White House 
to celebrate their Super Bowl 
victory.
     3.  SUPREME COURT.   
Last Thursday in a 6-3 
decision, the Supreme Court 
upheld a redistricting map 
drawn by the GOP-dominat-
ed South Carolina legislature, 
throwing out a ruling by a 
federal district court that a 
congressional district on the 
South Carolina coast was 
an unconstitutional racial 
gerrymander.  Writing for 
the court’s six conservatives, 
Justice Samuel Alito said 
that the South Carolina map 
was a partisan gerrymander, 
which is legal, not a racial 
gerrymander, which would 

be illegal under the Constitu-
tion.   Therefore, the disputed 
district will remain a safe seat 
for Republicans, who hold a 
6-1 advantage in the state’s 
congressional delegation.  
More opinions from this 
term are expected from the 
court this week.
      4.  EDUCATION.   On 
May 24, the U.S. Department 
of Education announced it 
had processed more than 10 
million 2024–25 Free Ap-
plication for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA®) forms. Since 
rolling out the Better FAFSA 
form, the Department has 
made progress to address 
known issues with the form. 
Students who complete 
a Better FAFSA online at 
this point can expect their 
records to be sent to colleges 
within one to three days. 
According to the latest data, 
nearly 90% of nonprofit and 
four-year institutions are 
packaging and sending out 
aid offers to students. A surge 
in FAFSA submissions in 
recent weeks has closed the 
gap from nearly 40 percent 
just two months ago to 12 
percent today. This gap con-
tinues to fall. To encourage 
Better FAFSA submissions, 
the Department developed 
the FAFSA Support Strat-
egy, now with two distinct 
arms, supporting institutions 
of higher education and 
students and families across 
K-12 and higher education.

Hamm Consulting Group
300 New Jersey Ave, NW Suite 

900
Washington D.C. 20001

T: 202-596-8384
rhamm@hammconsulting.com

www.hammconsulting.com

by Ron Hamm

Enjoy live jazz and R&B music, food trucks, and fun. 
Proceeds will fund student scholarships, facility and 
technology upgrades.

Gates open at 5 pm on Drake State's campus, and
the event starts at 6 pm.

Scan to
Buy Tickets
VIP Admission: $60
General Admission: $25
Children 11 & under: FREE

Hosted by the Drake State Foundation 
3421 Meridian St N
Huntsville, AL  35811
drakestate.edu

Platinum Sponsors

6-21



VALLEY
DEATHS

T H E  V A L L E Y  W E E K L Y

SERENITY FUNERAL HOME 
2505 University Drive NW - Huntsville, AL 35816 - (256) 539-9693  

www.serenityfuneralhm.com

Funeral service for MS. TRACIE EVANS (b. 1968) was held 
Sunday, May 26, at Serenity Funeral Home Chapel.

Funeral service for MS. LAKISHA GOODE (b. 1981) was held 
Saturday, May 18, at Blackburn Chapel Cumberland Presbyte-
rian Church, 507 Plummer Road, Huntsville, Ala. 

Funeral service for MR. LARRY TONEY (b. 1956) was held at 
Briar Fork Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 2105 Winchester 
Road, Huntsville, Ala.

NELMS MEMORIAL FUNERAL HOME
2501 Carmichael Avenue NW - Huntsville, AL  35816 - (256) 539-8189 

www.nelmsmemorial.net

Funeral service for MRS. LUCY RUSSELL (b. 1935) was held 
Saturday, May 18, at Deliverance Outreach Worship Center aith 
Pastor Aaron Jones officiating.  

Funeral service for MRS. HASSIE KING (b. 1941) was Satur-
day, May 18, at New Jerusalem Missionary Baptist Church with 
Pastor Ricky L. Sykes officiating.

Funeral service for MR. TRISTAN MOORE (b. 1998) was Sat-
urday, May 18, at Saint Rebecca Primitive Baptist Church with 
Minister Tory Green, eulogist, and Elder Dr. Perry Clark, offici-
ant.

Graveside service for MR. JAMES THOMAS WALKER, SR. (b. 
1928) was Thursday, May 16, at Meadowlawn Garden of Peace 
with Elder Dr. Mario Ford, officiant and eulogist.

ROYAL FUNERAL HOME 
4315 Oakwood Avenue  NW - Huntsville, AL 35810  - (256) 534-8481 

www.royalfh.com  

The funeral service for MRS. MARY LEE BYRD (b. 1950) 
will be 1 p.m., Friday, May 31, at the Eagle’s Nest Ministries 
Inc., 6831 Hollow Road, Huntsville, Ala., with Bishop Dan-
iel J. Richardson officiating.

The funeral service for MR. BOBBY LAWLER (b. 1951) 
was Saturday, May 25, at the The Fountain of Life Minis-
tries, 4015 Triana Blvd. SW, Huntsville, Ala., with Pastor 
James Strong officiating.

The funeral service for MRS. SHIRLEY REBECCA WEST-
BROOKS RICHE B.K.A. “PEACH” (b. 1940) was Friday, May 
24, at the Union Chapel Missionary Baptist Church, 315 Win-
chester Road, Huntsville, Ala., with Reverend Dr. Don Darius 
Butler officiating and the Reverend Earla S. Lockhart as eulogist.

3May 31, 2024 
abundant life 
that Jesus died 
for us to have. 
You see, it’s 
not enough 
to have “good 
intentions.”  
You also have 
to take the 
initiative and 
take that step 

of faith and watch
God do the rest. 

     Prayer: Dear 
God, help us to 
have more than 
just good inten-
tions when we 
are faced with 
trials of many 
kinds.
    Question: Have 
you ever had 
a really good 
thought to pur-

sue something, but never 
followed through with it?
    Stay encouraged, my 

“Good Intentions”

    First Samuel 
17:48 says, “As 
Goliath moved 
closer to attack, 
David ran quickly 
toward the battle 
to meet him and 
slain him.”
    Have you ever 
had a really good 
thought to pursue 
something, but 
never followed through 
with it? For whatever rea-
son you talked yourself out 
of it. Or, you let someone 
else talk you out of it. So 
many people today have 
“good intentions” but never 
take the initiative to do 
what they
are capable of doing. It can 
be easy to get into the habit 
of saying, “I’m going to 
do this or that,” but never 
really following through 
with it.
     In the text (1 Sam 17), 
we find that David took 
the initiative to step out, 
in faith, to slay the mighty 
Goliath, and when he did, 
it affected a whole nation 
of people, because no one 
else would do anything 
about this giant of a man 
named Goliath. Also can 
you imagine how our lives 
would have been if Jesus 
had decided not to go to 
the cross. Remember, he 
had the chance when he 
was praying to God to “let 
this cup pass from me, but 
not my will your will be 
done”.  (Matthew 26:39).
     Procrastination is the 

enemy of so many people, 
and it will keep you in 

a place of complacency 
that will not provide the 

brothers and sisters, and 
make sure you purchase a 
copy of my books Spiritual 
Game Plans For A Suc-
cessful Life and A Cham-
pion Game Plan for Life at 
amazon.com, or Westbow 
Books.

NEXT WEEK: 

“Is Life Fair?”

https://www.serenityfuneralhm.com/
https://www.nelmsmemorial.net/
https://www.royalfh.com/welcome
https://www.woodyandersonford.com
https://www.serenityfuneralhm.com/obituary-listing


4    May 31, 2024 

Thru May 31
2nd Annual Huntsville 
Vegan Chef Challenge
Go! Eat! Vote!
Contact: Yuri Mittkewich 
at (305) 923-8225
veganchefchallenge.org/
huntsville

May 31-June 2
Bruce Bruce
Comedian
Stand Up Live Huntsville
2012 Memorial Parkway 

SW ($35-$45)
Huntsville, Ala.
(256) 261-3374
huntsville.standuplive.com

June 1
Rocket City Mom Learning 
Expo
Stovehouse-11 a.m.

June 2
The Market at MidCity
MidCity District
Huntsville, Ala. - 12-4 p.m.

June 8
Black Business Expo
The Sage Lounge
3311 Bob Wallace Avenue
Suite 101A
Huntsville, Ala.

10 a.m.-3 p.m.

“Second Saturday” City 
Hall Art Tours Showcase
(Meet Guadalupe Lanning 
Robinson and Jahni Moore
New City Hall
10:30 a.m.

Downtown Art Walks
(Downtown Huntsville, 
Inc.)
Courthouse Square 
11 a.m.-3 p.m.

June 9
The Market at MidCity
MidCity District
Huntsville, Ala.
12-4 p.m.

“You’d be surprised at what a little love will do.”               
                                                                                - Rev. Dr. Leon Howard Sullivan

feeling right at home.

B U S I N E S S  B A N K I N G    |    M O R T G A G E    |    P E R S O N A L  B A N K I N G

Banking should be more than 
just spreadsheets and financial 
transactions.

Banking beyond expection.

Beyond

D O W N T O W N  H U N T S V I L L E    |    J O N E S  V A L L E Y    |    A T H E N S
2 5 6 -  5 3 5 - 1 0 4 5   |   B R Y A N T B A N K . C O M12-24

ACHE Approves BFA in Theatre at Athens State
     Athens State 
recently announced 
that the Alabama 
Commission on 
Higher Education 
(ACHE) has ap-
proved a new Bach-
elor of Fine Arts in 
Theatre program. 
The upcoming BFA 
in Theatre will build 
on the previously 
established BA in 

Drama and Theatre 
Arts degree pro-
gram.
    The theatre de-
partment is housed 
in The Alabama 
Center for the 
Arts in Decatur, 
Alabama, a state-of-
the-art facility that 
offers approximately 
45,000 square feet 
dedicated to the 

performing arts, re-
plete with rehearsal 
spaces for music, 
dance, and theatre 
as well as a studio 
theatre and recital 
hall. 
    A downtown 
Decatur residence 
hall will open in 
Fall 2024, offering 
affordable and ac-
cessible housing op-

tions to all students 
of the ACA. These 
facilities are shared 
with Calhoun Com-
munity College and 
enjoyed by students 
from across Ala-
bama’s Community 
College System.
    Application infor-
mation for the BFA 
in Theatre is coming 
soon.     

ON THIS DAY

     

      The Tulsa Race Mas-
sacre began on May 31, 
1921, in Tulsa, Okla-
homa’s Greenwood, a 
thriving Black neigh-
borhood.
                      -  wikipedia.org

“Second Saturday” City Hall 
Art Tours Showcase Public Art
    Arts Huntsville invites the community to explore the 
artistic heart of Huntsville’s new City Hall with “Second 
Saturday” art tours showcasing the building’s public art in-
stallations. These docent-led tours will take place at 10:30 am 
on June 8, July 13, and August 10, 2024, offering a first-hand 
look at the dynamic artworks that grace the halls of Hunts-
ville’s new municipal headquarters.
      June 8: Meet Guadalupe Lanning Robinson and Jahni 
Moore. Explore the cultural tapestry of Robinson’s “Cityscape 
Block by Block” and delve into Huntsville’s past with Moore’s 
“Miracle Territory.”  July 13: Join award-winning painters 
Ann Moeller and Yuri Ozaki. Soar above the city with Ozaki’s 
“Downtown Huntsville” and discover the stories Moeller 
brings to life in “The Spark.”  August 10: Be greeted by 
Cynthia Wagner and David Nuttall. Stroll by the 11 panels of 
Wagner’s “Transformative Soil: Terra Firma” while discover-
ing the iconic symbols woven into her work and learn about 
Nuttall’s upcoming installation of a hand-drawn nighttime 
map of Huntsville.    REGISTER     

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0545A4A62AAAFD0-49850293-second#/


5May 31, 2024 

    What do you 
want? No, really? 
Not what you 
think you should 
want, or what you 
see others have. 
    What do YOU 
want?  
     See, if you re-
ally want it, you 
will be willing to 
make the sacri-
fice to get it. So, 
think about that 
question again. 
Ask yourself, out 
loud, and really be 
honest with yourself. 
     Do away with what your 
parents, friends, teachers, 
or other may have told you 
was attainable for you to 
reach. Search your soul and 
tell yourself what it is you 
want! Be clear about it!
     Now, ask yourself, why?  
You may want to run from 
that question, don’t do that. 
Be intentional and de-
scriptive about why. If you 
really want it, it shouldn’t 

be hard. If it is hard, it’s 
possibly because it is NOT 
something YOU really 
want! 
    If you have decided you 
really want it, set some 
goals. Tell yourself when 
you want to complete those 
goals, if you are in control 
of doing so, if not, set some 
goals to move in the direc-
tion of what you want. 
     Let your “when” be 
today ... Start!  
    Make sure you incorpo-

rate your “how” in your 
plan and understand you 
can’t wish it into existence. 
Be intentional about being 
focused and disciplined. 
You can’t procrastinate, 
have some self-control! 
Create an action plan, stay 
focused, committed, and 
be persistent and don’t 
be afraid to pivot, or take 
risks!
     You have one life! Make 
It Amazing! What do you 
want to do with it?

What Do You Want? ...Samuel Alito: become “ExcuseLess”!
                                         “Be sure your sins will find you out.”   - Numbers 32:23.

     On May 17, The New York Times revealed that Supreme Court Justice Samuel 
Alito’s home displayed an upside-down American flag that January 6th insurrection-
ists brandished when invading the US Capitol building in 2021, trying to reverse 
Biden’s 2020 election.
     According to the U.S. flag code, an American flag flown upside down symbolizes 
“a signal of dire distress in instance of extreme danger to life or property.”
     As justices are to be apolitical, the call for Justice Alito’s recusal from Trump-relat-
ed cases grows louder, from many Democrats and social activists.
     In the face of the protest, he ducked responsibility and blamed his wife, Justice 
Alito responds to upside-down US flag on his front lawn, as Alito’s “excuse” for the 
upside-down flag displayed at their home for 
several days following the 2021 insurrection. 
Really?
     Rather than passing the buck, he’d be better 
served by reading Debleaire Snell’s just-re-
leased book ExcuseLess: Canceling The Excuses 
That Smother Soul Wellness.
     This book is not just a guide but a catalyst 
for personal growth and development, offering 
a path to a life free from excuses. 
     Its principles could help Alito navigate the current situation with the upside-down 

flag and the growing calls for your recusal.
     In this 156-page print and audiobook, Snell likens excuse-
making to kryptonite, the enemy of Superman.
     Maybe excuse-making is Alito’s kryptonite. What’s yours?
     Difficulties of themselves are not your kryptonite, Snell of-
fered. “Your kryptonite is the excuses in your life that often flow 
from difficulties. No situation can permanently weaken or derail 
you. The promise of Romans 8:28 says: ‘All things work together 
for good to them who love the Lord and are called according to 
his purpose.’”

     The author notes on the back cover, “This book has been written with the clear 
aim for showing you how to cancel the excuses that are smothering your soul well-
ness. . . . work harder, get organized, and wake up earlier . . . are only symptoms of a 
larger issue. . . . the root are the excuses and false narratives that we tell ourselves. If 
we desire to see permanent life change, it is the result of living a life that is excuse-
less.”
     Man up, Alito, fellow head of household. Such excuse-making will weaken and 
“krypton-ize” us from ever becoming “more powerful than a locomotive.”

Tim Allston
Leadership Player-Coach & Four-time 

Amazon Best-Selling Author
“Leading from the  Middle“

www.timallston.com  -  (256) 212-0949

This Sunday’s Lectionary
(Track 2, Year B)

First Lesson:
Deuteronomy 5:12-15

Psalm 81
Second Lesson:

2 Corinthians 4:5-12
GOSPEL:

Mark 2:23-3:6

Sunday, June 2, 2024
Second Sunday 

After 
Pentecost      

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cPx2tc3MLi4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cPx2tc3MLi4
https://www.facebook.com/tim.allston
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AAMU Accepting Grad School Applications for New Food Science Business Degree

     The Alabama A&M 
University Department of 
Food and Animal Sciences 
is accepting applications 
for its new one-year online 
M.S. in Food Science Busi-
ness. 

     The new master’s degree 
will launch in the fall 2024 
semester and is open to 
students with a bachelor’s 
degree and experience in 
the food industry or indi-
viduals with an interest in 

the food industry.
     The online master’s 
degree program consists 
of four 8-week sessions 
totaling 34 credit hours, 
with 19/22 credits in Food 

Science and 12/15 Master 
of Business Administration 
(MBA) credits.
     The M.S. in Food Sci-
ence Business will provide 
career opportunities in 

business, marketing, prod-
uct development, quality 
assurance, and other food 
industry-related fields. For 
details, contact Dr. Mar-
tha Verghese at martha.

verghese@aamu.edu or 
256-372-4175/4176

Application: https://gradap-
ply.aamu.edu/

https://agents.allstate.com/james-f-smith-huntsville-al.html
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Albert’s Flowers
Located Downtown in Medical District; Closest Florist to Huntsville Hospital

Free Delivery to Huntsville Hospital and Local Funeral Homes

716 Madison Street - Huntsville, AL 35801
FLOWERS, GIFTS, 
EXOTIC FLOWERS
Graduate of 
American Floral Art School
256-533-1623
256-536-6911
www.albertsflowers.com

MAY 31  - Waka Flocka Flame - Juaquin James Malphurs better 
known as Waka Flocka Flame, is an American rapper.  Malphurs 
was born in South Jamaica, Queens. Waka Flocka is of African 
American, Native American, European (including Italian) and 
Dominican descent. His family eventually settled in Riverdale, 
Georgia. His mother, Debra Antney, is rapper Gucci Mane’s for-
mer manager and the CEO of So Icey/Mizay Entertainment. The 
name “Waka” was given to him by his cousin, after the Muppets 
character Fozzie Bear’s catchphrase, “Waka Waka”. The name 
“Flocka Flame” was given to him by Gucci Mane, whom he has 
known since he was 19.                                                                                              
                                                                                                  - BlackCelebrityBirthdays.org

Officials Cut Ribbon to New City Hall
    Huntsville City leaders 
lauded the new City Hall 
as a 100-year building de-
signed to be more accom-
modating during a May 21 
ribbon-cutting celebration 
near the main entrance.
    Located at 305 Foun-
tain Circle, Huntsville’s 
new center of municipal 
government will bring 
departments that fre-
quently interact with the 
public under one roof to 
provide efficient services 
for residents and business-
people who previously had 
to visit multiple locations 
to conduct business with 
the City.
     Mayor Tommy Battle 
told Huntsvillians gathered 
that the new facility “will 
last us for the next 100 
years,” according to Hunts-
villeal.gov.
     Through a collabora-
tion with ArtsHuntsville, 
nine pieces of public art 
are displayed throughout 

the seven-floor building to 
enhance the community’s 
cultural experience. 
     Each piece, through 
the artist’s interpretation, 
tells Huntsville’s story and 
spotlights characteristics 
that make the city unique, 
officials report.
    Following the ribbon-
cutting ceremony, the City 
hosted an open house for 
attendees to explore the 
building and enjoy the art 
pieces.
     The occasion marks the 
culmination of a two-year 
construction project that 
formally began with a 

groundbreaking ceremony 
on April 11, 2022. 
     Mayor Battle announced 
that day that the former 
City Hall at 308 Fountain 
Circle would be razed, and 
the site added to Big Spring 
Park.
     Through the design by 
architects Goodwyn Mills 
Cawood, the new City 
Hall enhances efficiency 
by consolidating City 
departments that had been 
working in seven different 
locations throughout the 
city.

- From Huntsvilleal.gov

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF COMPLETION

In accordance with Chapter 1, Title 39, Code of Alabama, 1975, as amended, no-
tice is hereby given that Lee Builders, Inc., Contractor, has completed the Contract 
for Rehabilitation of First Stop’s Facility, CDBG-CV Project No. CV-EC-20-010 at 
206 Stokes Street NW, Huntsville, AL 35805 for the State of Alabama and the Madi-
son County City of Huntsville (Owner), and have made request for final settlement 
of said Contract. All persons having any claim for labor, materials, or otherwise in 
connection with this project should immediately notify Chapman Sisson Architects, 
Inc., 305 Church Street SW, Suite 805, Huntsville, AL 35801. Lee Builders, Inc., 2049 
Fisher Street SW, Huntsville AL 35803.

______________

AVISO LEGAL
AVISO DE FINALIZACIÓN

De acuerdo con el Capítulo 1, Título 39, Código de Alabama, 1975, según enmen-
dado, por la presente se notifica que Lee Builders, Inc., Contratista, ha completado el 
Contrato para la Rehabilitación de las Instalaciones de First Stop, Proyecto CDBGCV 
No. CV-EC-20-010 en 206 Stokes Street NW, Huntsville, AL 35805 para el Estado de 
Alabama y la Ciudad de Huntsville del Condado de Madison (Propietario), y han 
solicitado la liquidación final de dicho Contrato. Todas las personas que tengan algún 
reclamo por mano de obra, materiales o de otro modo en relación con este proyec-
to deben notificar inmediatamente a Chapman Sisson Architects, Inc., 305 Church 
Street SW, Suite 805, Huntsville, AL 35801. Lee Builders, Inc., 2049 Fisher Street SW, 
Huntsville AL 35803.
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     Rosetta James Foundation “Spotlight on Our Elders” ... Featuring 

Mrs. Ruby Dickson
     Mrs. Ruby Jones Dickson 
was born in Texarkana, Tex-
as, on March 31, 1943, to the 
Reverend Elmer and Mrs. 
Nellie Jones. She attended 
New Town Elementary 
School and graduated from 
Paul Laurence Dunbar High 
School of Texarkana, Texas.  
She became a Christian at 
an early age and united with 
Red Springs Baptist Church.  
     After relocating to the 
New Town community, she 
became a member of the 
New Town Baptist Church.  
She married the late Edward 
Ford in 1963, and to this 
union four children were 
born: Bridgette Ford May, 
Edward (Jerry)  Ford Jr., 
Stephanie Ford Shanks, and 
Byron Ford.
     From 1968-1972, she 
traveled as a military wife. 
During her travels, she sang 
with the K-Town (Kaiser-
slautern) Gospel Singers, 
which led her twice to 
(NATO) Belgium, a vast part 
of Germany, and one appear-
ance on German television.  
      In 1972, she relocated 
from Oakland, Calif., (via 
Texarkana, Texas) to Colo-
rado Springs, Colo.  There 
she became a member of 
the New Jerusalem Baptist 
Church and worked with 
the Mission, Sunday School, 
choir and sang with a gospel 
group (The Jubiletts). She 
was employed and retired at 
Hewlett-Packard.
    Dickson was inspired 
to write a meaningful and 
memorable poem for her 
mother’s retirement. This 
would be the beginning of 
her pursuit to become a 

God-given gift as a Christian 
poet. In 1988, it was in the 
divine plan of God that she 
would return to her home 
in Texarkana, Texas. She 
became an active member of 
Macedonia Baptist Church.  
She worked with the B.M. & 
E. State Convention of Texas 
Women’s Auxiliary.
     lt was in Texarkana that 
she wrote and self-published 
her first three books: “The 
Holy Spirit Speaks,” “O Taste 
And See,” and “Think On 
These Things.”  She attended 
a Christian workshop at 
the Mount Orange Baptist 
Church in Texarkana, Texas. 
The facilitator was from the 
Sunday School Publishing 
Board in Nashville Tenn. 
She asked him to look at the 
three books.   He was very 
impressed and asked her to 
send them to Nashville as 
soon as possible. In Decem-
ber 1998 at the Winter Board 
in Nashville, Tenn., her first 
book signing was held.
    In 1994, she married 
the late Reverend Russell 
Dickson, pastor of the Unity 
Baptist Church, where she 
taught Sunday School and 
the Mission.  It would be two 
years later that she would 
publish her last book ”The 
Suffering Servant.’  In 2000, 
she relocated to Huntsville, 
Ala., and united with the 
St. Luke Christian Church, 
under the leadership of 
Reverend T.C. Johnson.  At 
St. Luke, she taught the new 
members class on church 
membership, facilitated 
women’s ministries and pro-
grams, and served as ward 
leader for 20 families in the 

congregation.
    She worked in Exodus, 
lnc., as an administrative as-
sistant and teacher assistant 
in the computer lab.  She 
attended Calhoun Com-
munity College, earning an 
AA in general education. 
She was inducted into the 
National Honor Society, 
was on the Dean’s list, was 
noted in “Who’s Who in 
Junior Colleges of America,” 
was nominated among the 
top 10 students of Calhoun 
and graduated Magna Cum 
Laude. She attended Athens 
State University to pursue a 
bachelor’s degree in religious 
studies and a minor in 
Christian education.
    She is an author published 
by Townsend Press with four 
completed works of poetry: 
”The Holy Spirit Speaks,” 
“O Taste and See,” “Think 
on These Things” and ”The 
Suffering Servant.”  She now 
works as a volunteer with the 
Broken Arrow Ministries, 
feeding the homeless in 
Huntsville, Ala.

“Spotlight on Our Elders” is a weekly feature sponsored by the 
Rosetta James Foundation to promote volunteerism and activ-
ism in our community among those who are 70-plus. The Foun-
dation also provides scholarships. Learn more about us at www.
rosettajamesfoundation.org. Know an outstanding elder (70+) 
that you would like to see featured?  Send us a photo and 250-
word write-up to info@valleyweeklyllc.com.

No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is 
greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

Dedicated To You. 
Delivering Results.

Contact Us
Phone: 256-533-1667    

Fax: 256-533-1696
info@martinsonandbeason.com

Personal Injury  |  Auto Accidents  | Probate & Estate Administration     
Corporate Law  |  Real Estate Law    Divorce  |  Criminal Law

www.martinsonandbeason.com
facebook.com/martinsonandbeason

https://www.woodyandersonford.com
http://www.wjab.org
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Imagine
Your Invention
Mechatronics

Apply Now

Huntsville Council 
Meetings

     Huntsville City 
Council’s regular meet-
ings are held in the City 
Council Chambers of 
the Municipal Build-
ing on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of each month 
at 6 p.m. 
    Council work ses-
sions are also held in 
the Chambers of the 
Municipal Building on 
the 1st and 3rd Thurs-
day of each month at 6 
p.m.  For more informa-
tion, call (256) 427-
5011.

Southern Fried Film Festival Marks 6th Annual Event

    The Southern Fried Film 
Festival returns for a multi-
day celebration of film and 
local music on June 6-9. 
The event will take place in 
various locations through-
out Huntsville, highlighting 
and celebrating many of 
the locations important to 
the community. 
    Keeping with tradi-
tional Southern Fried 
Film Festival format, 2024 
brings a variety of films 
across genres, live music 
from local musicians, and 

panel discussions with 
storytellers across multiple 
platforms.

     The festival will begin 
with a horror night on 
Thursday, June 6, in the 
North Star Classroom at 
Lowe Mill, presented by 
Hello Huntsville Horror 
and Hauntsville, Ala. 
    The activities will 
continue on Friday, June 
7, starting with a street fes-
tival on Northside Square 
from 6-8 p.m.  The open-

ing night film, Thelma, 
directed by Josh Margolin, 
will be screened at 106 
Jefferson at 8 p.m. The 
film follows 93-year old 
grandmother Thelma, who 
gets conned by a phone 
scammer pretending to 
be her grandson. She sets 
out on a treacherous quest 
across Los Angeles, accom-
panied by an aging friend 
and his motorized scooter 
to reclaim what was taken 
from her. The street festival 
and opening night will also 

feature food trucks, live 
music, and local vendors.  
      On June 8, the fun will 
continue at Tangled Strings 
at Lowe Mill with panels, 
music and film. The Satur-
day night premiere film is 
the documentary, Luther: 
Never Too Much, directed 
by Dawn Porter. Luther: 
Never Too Much chroni-
cles the story of a vocal vir-
tuoso Luther Vandross. Us-
ing a wealth of rarely seen 
archives, Vandross tells his 
own story with assistance 
from his closest friends 
and musical collaborators, 
including Mariah Carey, 
Dionne Warwick, Val-
erie Simpson and Roberta 
Flack. The film relives the 
many stunning moments 
of Vandross’ Grammy® 

award-winning musical 
career, while exploring 
his personal life, health 
struggles, and a lifelong 
battle to earn the respect 
his music deserved.

     The festival will con-
clude on June 9 at Tangled 
Strings Studios with the 
closing night film, Don’t 
Die by Huntsville director, 
Benjamin Stark. 
     The 6th annual South-
ern Fried Film Festival will 
be held at Lowe Mill, North 
Side Square, 106 Jefferson, 
and Tangled Strings Stu-
dios starting June 6, 2024.   
     For more information 
about this year’s festival, 
please visit https://www.
southernfriedfilmfestival.
org/

http://www.woodyandersonford.com
http://huntsvilleal.gov

