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Free War Dawgs Camp Set

Exciting news
abounds for young
athletes and their
families! The War
Dawgs FREE Kids
Camp is back, and
it’s going to be big-
ger and better than
ever!

The event will
be held Saturday,

January 18, 2-4 p.m.

at the Dr. Richard
Showers Recreation
Center, 4600 Blue
Spring Road NW,
Huntsville, Ala.
Activity high-
lights include:
« Shooting Drills

« Ball Handling
Skills

« Passing Tech-
niques
o Special Guests
« Meet the War
Dawgs and Diva
Dawgs

BONUS: Register
today and receive a
FREE ticket to the
War Dawgs’ home
game on January 25!

Carrabba’s Ital-
ian Grill and Red
Lobster served in
the War Room VIP
Lounge. Don't forget
to bring clothing
donations to sup-
port those in need

in the community.
This could be the
chance for your
child to learn from
the best, develop

basketball skills, and

have fun!

Register today at
https://wardawgs-
basketball.com/war-
dawgs-kids-camp/

Big thanks to our
amazing sponsors:
Carrabba’s Italian
Grill, Alchemist X,
and Red Lobster!
Let’s build champi-
ons on and off the
court!
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HAAR/ValleyMLS Give Back: The Huntsville Area Association of REALTORS (HAAR)
and the Valley Multiple Listing Service hosted a Charity Ball. Coordinated by the organiza-
tions’ Community Impact Committee, the activity supports advocacy efforts for children,
seniors, veterans, housing, the arts and animal welfare. For additional images, see Page 10.

AAMU Welcomes Back Faculty & Staff at Mid-Year Conference

Alabama A&M
University recently
held its Spring
2025 Faculty and
Staff Conference at
the Event Center,
celebrating past
achievements and
setting the stage for
another successful
academic year. Pro-
vost and Vice Presi-
dent for Academic
Affairs, Dr. John

Jones, welcomed
AAMU faculty and
staff back to campus
as the campus com-
munity received
updates from the
President’s Cabinet
highlighting accom-
plishments of 2024
and goals for the
new year.

Faculty and staff
gained insights from
speakers including

General Counsel
Attorney Rochelle
A. Conley and Chief
Information Officer
Dr. Kylie Nash.

Vice President for
Marketing, Com-
munication, and
Advancement Jamal
Ali emphasized the
150th Anniversary
Campaign, while
Carlton Spellman
provided updates

from Business &
Finance. Dr. Braque
Talley, Vice Presi-
dent of Student Af-
fairs, celebrated the
second consecutive
year of record en-
rollment, reaching
7,300 students. Dr.
Majed El-Dweik,
Vice President

of Research and
Economic Develop-
ment, reported a

substantial increase
in research grants
from $70 million in
2023 to $88 million
in 2024.

Athletics Direc-
tor Dr. Paul Bryant
lauded the women’s
tennis team for their
national champion-
ship victory and in-
troduced new Head
Football Coach Sam
Shade.
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Here are the latest top
issues and events in Wash-
ington:

1. CONGRESS. The
House and Senate are in
session this week. The
Senate will hold confir-
mation hearings on 13
Trump Cabinet nominees,
including DoD Secretary
nominee Pete Hegseth,
Marco Rubio at State,
Scott Bessent at Treasury,
Doug Burgum at Interior,
Kristi Noem at Home-
land Security, Sean Dufty
at Transportation, and
Pam Bondi for Attorney
General. On the Senate
floor, Senators will con-
tinue debate on the Laken
Riley Act, a GOP cri de
coeur that would allow
authorities to take custody
of illegal aliens who com-
mit theft-related crimes,
such as shoplifting (the
bill passed the House last
week on a 264-159 vote,
with 48 D’s voting across
the aisle). The House will
take up 2 GOP bills on
transgender and immigra-
tion issues: (1) a bill to
bar schools and colleges
that receive federal money
from allowing transgender
athletes whose biological
sex assigned at birth was
male to compete on girls
or women’s sports teams
or athletic events and (2)
a bill to designate aliens
who have been convicted
of or who have committed
sex offenses or domestic

by Ron Hamm

violence to be inadmissible
and deportable.

2. EXECUTIVE
BRANCH. Last week,
the President canceled his
planned 4-day trip to Italy
to meet with Pope Francis
(and award him the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom)
and Italian government
leaders to remain in the
U.S. to monitor the Los
Angeles fires, for which
he has approved a major
disaster declaration and
sent military firefighting
assets to the state. On
Wednesday at 8 p.m. EST,
the President delivered a
Farewell Address to the
nation from the Oval
Office. Last Friday, the
Biden Administration
issued sweeping sanctions
against the Russian energy
sector, including two large
Russian oil companies and
183 oil tankers (sanctions
that the Administration
has been reluctant to issue
for fear of raising global
oil prices). Also, last
Friday, the Administra-
tion extended temporary
humanitarian protections
for 1 million immigrants
living in the U.S., allowing
immigrants from Venezu-
ela, El Salvador, Ukraine,
and Sudan to renew

their work permits for 18
months.

3. SUPREME COURT.
This week, the Supreme

Court is expected to
hand down an ex-

pedited ruling from
I l last Friday’s Tik-
1 N

C

Tok case, in which
TikTok sought to
block enforcement
of a federal law that
would require Tik-
Tok to shut down in
the U.S. unless its parent
company ByteDance can
sell off the U.S. company
by Sunday (January 19).
Last Thursday night (a few
hours before his sentenc-
ing), the court in a 5-4
vote — with John Roberts
and Amy Coney Barrett
joining the court’s liber-
als - rejected Donald
Trump’s plea to halt the
sentencing in his New
York hush money case, in
which he was convicted
on 34 counts of falsifying
business records to hide
reimbursements made

to adult film star Stormy
Daniels. On Friday, the
court added a case to this
year’s docket pertaining
to whether the Affordable
Care Act (Obamacare) is
allowed to require cover-
age for anti-HIV pre-ex-
posure prophylaxis (PrEP)
medications. The plain-
tiffs object on religious
grounds that the medica-
tions encourage homo-
sexual behavior (the case
is Becerra v. Braidwood
Management, Inc.).

4. RECONCILIATION
PLANS. Congressional
Quarterly (CQ) is report-
ing that the House Budget
Committee is circulating a
list of possible entitlement
program cuts as offsets to
pay for the massive new
tax bill that is job #1 for
the GOP this year. Cuts
include: (1) a per capita
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cap on Medicaid grants to
states; (2) cutting Medi-
care payments to hospital
outpatient departments;
(3) repealing Obamacare’s
Prevention and Public
Health Fund; (4) eliminat-
ing Biden-era healthcare
expansions; (5) freezing
SNAP spending and roll-
ing back the Thrifty Foods
Program; (6) ending
climate change spending;
and (7) clawing back stu-
dent debt relief programs.

5. JOBS REPORT. On
Friday, the Labor Depart-
ment announced that the
U.S. economy added a
whopping 256,000 jobs in
December, blowing past
predictions of 155,000
jobs, with the unemploy-
ment rate ticking down

to 4.1% from November’s
4.2%. Markets fell sharply
Friday with the Dow and
Nasdaq dropping 1.6% on
the worry that the high
jobs report will cause the
Federal Reserve to skip
an expected rate cut at its

January 28-29 meeting.

6. DOGE. The Wash-
ington Post reported

on Saturday that Elon
Musk’s new Department
of Government Efficiency
(DOGE) has already
begun sending its inquisi-
tors to federal agencies

to begin interviews with
federal employees to jump
start its mission to cut

$2 trillion in spending.
DOGE is headquartered
in Musk’s SpaceX building
at 11th and F Streets, NW
- 5 blocks from the White
House and now has 50
employees with plans to
have a staff of 100 in place
by Inauguration Day. Key
DOGE staffers include
top leader Steve Davis,
the President of MusK’s
Boring Company who also
oversaw steep cost-cutting
at Twitter (now X) and
Emil Michael, a former
Uber executive, who will
supervise anti-regulatory
work. The New York
Times reports that Musk

TAKE THE FIRST

STEP...

SPRING REGISTRATION
IS NOW OPEN.

Scan to

get started! n

B DRAKE STATE

ON THIS DAY

On January 17, 1834, the Alabama State Legislature passed
Act 44 as part of a series of increasingly restrictive laws gov-
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plans to install 2 DOGE
reps at each agency and
set up a special DOGE
office at the White House
Office of Management and
Budget.

7. RETURN OF THE
TRUMP HOTEL? The
Wall Street Journal re-
ported last week that the
Trump Organization has
begun talks to reacquire
the lease on DC’s Old Post
Office Building, now the
site of the Waldorf Astoria
Hotel, which was, until
sold in 2022 for $375 mil-
lion, the Trump Interna-
tional Hotel. In related
news, this Sunday (Jan 19)
Donald Trump will host

a pre-Inaugural “Make
America Great Again Vic-
tory Rally” at 3 p.m. at the
20,000-seat Capital One
Arena in downtown DC.

Hamm Consulting Group
300 New Jersey Ave, NW
Ste. 900
Washington D.C. 20001
T: 202-596-8384
rhamm@hammconsulting.com

erning the behavior of free and enslaved Black people, which e

prohibited Black people from being freed within the state
and authorized re-enslavement of any free Black person who

entered the state.
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AKA and Its Legendary Service to Mankind

Ahhh, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority ... exemplifying Service to Mankind!

My beloved sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., turned 117 years
old on January 15th! The sorority is the nation’s oldest and largest Greek-
letter organizations, founded initially for Negro college women.

College ladies were confined to what co-ed Ethel Hedgeman called “a
small, circumscribed life” in the segregated and male-dominated milieu
that characterized the early 1900s. A student at Howard University, Hedge-
man dreamed of creating a support network for women with like minds to
come together for mutual uplift, and to coalesce their talents and strengths
for the benefit of others. In 1908, her vision crystallized as Alpha Kappa
Alpha, the first Negro Greek-letter sorority.

From the core group of Hedgeman and eight other women at Howard,
AKA has grown into a force of more than 360,000 collegiate members and
alumnae, constituting 1,000 chapters in 42 states, the District of Columbia,
the U.S. Virgin Islands, the Bahamas, Germany, Liberia, South Korea, Japan, Canada, South Africa and the Middle East. Be-
cause they believed that Negro college women represented “the highest—more education, more enlightenment, and more of
almost everything that the great mass of Negroes never had” — Hedgeman and her cohorts worked to honor what she called

Calvin Farier “an everlasting debt to raise them up and to make them better.” For more than a century, we have fulfilled that obligation by

Mailing Address: becoming an indomitable force for good in our communities, state, nation, and the world.

The Valley Weekly
P. O. Box 893 - Huntsville, AL 35804
(256) 651-9028
www.valleyweeklyllc.com
Copyright 2024

The Alpha Kappa Alpha program today still reflects the collective consciousness steeped in the AKA tradition and embod-
ied in AKA’s credo, “To be supreme in service to all mankind.” Through the years, Alpha Kappa Alpha has used the Sister-
hood as a grand lever to raise the status of African Americans, particularly girls and women. AKA has enriched minds and
encouraged lifelong learning; provided aid for the poor, the sick, and underserved; initiated social action to advance human
and civil rights; worked collaboratively with other groups to maximize outreach on progressive endeavors; and continually
produced leaders to continue its credo of service. (http://akal908. com/about/history).

Items for consideration for publication in The
Valley Weekly should be submitted at least
TWO weeks in advance to above address or
by e-mail to info@valleyweeklyllc.com. Items
published do not necessarily reflect the views of
The Valley Weekly, LLC.
Submissions to TVW do not necessarily reflect
the beliefs of the editorial staff, and TVW is not
responsible for the authenticity of submissions.

We are especially honored to celebrate the Vice President of the United States of America, Atty. Kamala Harris, our Soror.

by v Initiated at Howard University, the original chapter of our beginning, she exemplifies our motto: My Culture and by Merit.
@mvmy , Y g p g g p y y
. s 1 Happy Birthday to all of my AKA Sorors.
ONLINE NEWS
ASSOCIATION My culture and by merit, let’s do what we do!
The Valley Weekly
Ad Rates Single Issue Untll next Week

Back Cover 10x10-inches  $1,500
Full Page  10x10 inches $1,200
3/4 Page 7.5x10 inches $900
Half Page Horizontal

5x10 inches $600

Vertical JANUARY 17 - MICHELLE OBAMA - Michelle LaVaughn Robinson Obama is an American lawyer, university

Fousth Pagelo"s inches $600 administrator, and writer who served as the First Lady of the United States from 2009 to 2017. She is married to
5x5 inches $300 the 44th U.S. President, Barack Obama, and was the first African-American First Lady. Raised on the South Side
of Chicago, Illinois, Obama is a graduate of Princeton University and Harvard Law School. In her early legal
Eighth Pagez 515 inches $150 career, she worked at the law firm Sidley Austin, where she met Barack Obama. She subsequently worked in non-
A profits and as the Associate Dean of Student Services at the University of Chicago and the Vice President for Com-
Sixteenth Page

munity and External Affairs of the University of Chicago Medical Center. Michelle married Barack in 1992 and
- BlackCelebrityBirthdays.org

2.5x2.5 $75

Classified 1 colxl inch $100/Flat Fee they have two daughters.
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VALLEY
DEATHS

SERENITY FUNERAL HOME
2505 University Drive NW - Huntsville, AL 35816
(256) 539-9693 - www.serenityfuneralhm.com

Funeral services will be announced at a later date for MS.
KATHY WELSEY (b. 1955); MR. WALTER FOLGER (b.
1934); MR. MICHAEL AMMARGON (b. 1945); and MS.
JUSTICE “BABY J” SHOULDERS (b. 1995).

Funeral service for MS. ARMONNE PRIDE (b. 2003) was
Sunday, January 5, at Mt. Zion Primitive Baptist Church,
2350 Wall Triana Hwy. SW, Huntsville, Ala.

Funeral service for MS. ANGLEIA MILES (b. 2000) was
held Friday, January 3, at the Serenity Funeral Home Chapel.

NELMS MEMORIAL FUNERAL HOME
2501 Carmichael Avenue NW- Huntsville, AL 35816
(256) 539-8189 - www.nelmsmemorial.net

Funeral services for MR. JAKE L. NIXON, JR. (b. 1957);
MRS. SOPHIA FELIX JONES (b. 1946); and MR. ANTO-
NIO BRAXTON POWELL (b. 1983) will be announced at
a later date.

Funeral service for MRS. JANICE DEAN
FISHER (b. 1959) will be held on Satur-
day, January 18, at 12 p.m. at Lakewood
Baptist Church.

Celebration of Life for MS. EUGENIA L.
HORTON (b. 1958) will be held on Satur-
day, January 18, at 12:00 p.m. at Nelms Me-
morial Funeral Home Chapel.

Funeral service for MR. RONALD SLOAN
(b. 1955) was Monday, January 13, in the Nelms Memorial
Funeral Home Chapel.

ROYAL FUNERAL HOME
4315 Oakwood Avenue NW - Huntsville, AL 35810 -
(256) 534-8481 - www.royalfth.com

Funeral service for MR. ABRAHAM MC-
CALL, JR. (b. 1947), a veteran, will be 2
p.m., Saturday, January 18, at Union Cha-
pel M.B. Church, 315 Winchester Road NE,
Huntsville, Ala., with Pastor O. Wendell Da-
vis officiating.

Funeral service for MRS. MATTIE ROSA WILLIAMS
(b. 1940) was Sunday, January 12, at New Jerusalem M.B.
Church, 2562 Bob Wade Lane, Harvest, Ala., with Pastor
Ricky Sykes officiating.
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Today’s Spiritual Game Plan:
“Make Time”

In Matthew 6:33, it
says, “But seek ye first
the kingdom of God and
His righteousness, and
all these things will be
added unto you.”

Today, we live in a
society where every-
body is so busy, whether
at work, with all the
demands of our jobs,
or at home, with all the
demands of our families.
Or perhaps you are a
student who never has
enough time in the day
to do the things that you
really enjoy doing.

Whatever the reasons,
there never seems to be
enough time, right? But
remember—what we
put our time, effort, and
money into becomes
what’s important to us.

If we say that we don’t
have time to spend with
God, then God is obvi-
ously not important in
our lives. So, let us not
deceive ourselves. Any-
thing you really want to
do, you will find time to
do.

I have learned that
God is a maximum-
capacity God. If you
give Him five minutes
of your time, He will fill
it up. If you give Him
thirty minutes of your
time, He will fill that up,
as well.

Whatever time you
set aside for Him will
be worth your while.
Remember—God will
always meet you where
you are, but refuses to
leave you there. So I
encourage you to start
today, because it will
change your life forever.

Also, spending time
with God gives our lives
meaning and purpose.
Dear God, give us a will-
ing spirit that will allow
us to spend quality time
with you.

Question: How can we

make more time for God
this year?

Stay encouraged my
brothers and sisters and
make sure you purchase
a copy of my books,

January 17, 2025

Spiritual Game Plans For
A Successful Life and A
Champion Game Plan for
Life, at amazon.com

NEXT WEEK:
“Who’s on First?”

Netms Momorial Paneral Home

“WE CANNOT ERASE THE STING OF DEATH,
BUT WE CANMAEKEIT EASTER”

2501 CARMICHAEL AVENUE
HUNTSVILLE, AL 35816
(256) 539-8189 e (256) 539-8183 (FAX)
WWW.NELMSMEMORIAL.NET
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A New Generation Of Service
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2025: How We Can Defeat National Quitters Day ...
“ive us THIS DAY our DAILY bread(emphasis added) ...” - Matthew 6:11

Fs for Survivin
tter’s Day 2025

Ti
Qu

Credit: Chesapeake Health Care
Q: Did you participate in the annual National Quitters Day last Friday, January 10?

Read ‘Em and Weep - or LEAP, . ..

+ Only eight percent of Americans kept their New Year's resolutions throughout the year;

« Three in 10 Americans made a resolution in 2024; and

+ Most of us don’t make it past the second Friday in January, known as National QUITTERS
DAY - January 10, 2025 - National Today.

(Jesus): Therefore, become an 8%-er - One Day at a Time!

Making new resolutions and setting such goals are commendable when done right. You and
I can maintain our resolutions and goals if we follow Jesus’ instructions to his disciples: simply
change the one-word counsel he offered them referenced above: “Give us THIS DAY our
DAILY bread”

Most of us will likely make a New Year’s resolution that we won't keep. Perhaps it’s because
we look too far ahead; instead, we should be looking for a more immediate goal such as “today”

It is not the year that we should be resolved to improve. Instead, we should work to improve
the day right in front of us.

That's the type of guidance Jesus offered to his disciples when they asked him, “Lord, teach
us to pray.” He answered them with what we now call the Lord’s Prayer, Matthew 6:9-13.

Verse 11’s seven words, “Give us THIS DAY our DAILY bread,” can serve as our cure-all for
making and then breaking New Year’s resolutions. This prayer was to get his disciples (and now
us) to focus primarily on the immediate - the ignorance of which starts most of our failings. It's
in the immediate that we discover our greatest gift.

Our Greatest Gift in 2025
The greatest gift we have is today - which is why it’s called “the present.” Or, stated otherwise,
“This is the day which the Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it;” Psalm 118:24.
Let’s all begin 2025 with a new resolution - but NOT for the year ending December 31, 2025,
but with a New Day’s Resolution - even perhaps starting on today!
Trust me, it works, or as retired German and folklore professor Wolfgang Mieder once
wrote, “life is hard by the yard, but a cinch by the inch”!

Tim Allston

Leadership Player-Coach & Four-time

Amazon Best-Selling Author

“Leading from the Middle“

https://bit.ly/4aB9Lwm, https://bit.ly/4cYZyuz

Email Address: leadingfromthemiddle.tim@gmail.com
www.timallston.com - (256) 212-0949
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Choose to Win, with Choices ...

When you wake up in
the morning, you can
go to the kitchen and
decide which breakfast
you want to partake of
to nourish yourself. You
can then walk into your
closet, pick the outfit
you like, mixing it up
to keep things fresh.
You are able to choose
hairstyles, well, some
of us, if you still have
some hair left, and even
if you don’t, there are
always “options” (wink,
wink). You also have
the option of choosing
which path you are tak-
ing to school or work.

The point is, in life,
you have many choices.

illcrinial
1 OIMCN Lt

Isn’t that a bless-

ing? You can choose

to make good choices
or bad ones. You can
choose not to make a
choice at all. Isn’t that
an oxymoron? When
making one (a choice), be
intentional. Make sound
decisions. When given
a chance, especially if
there is time to decide,

think about the oppor-
tunities and the po-
tential outcome. Think
about who it affects and
if those affects will be
positive or negative.

Making good choices
today lays the founda-
tion for a better and
brighter tomorrow.
Every decision YOU
make shapes your future.
You are in control! So,
embrace the opportunity
to act with intention,
prioritize your goals,
and take steps that will
lead you to success. It’s
all in your hands! It’s
your choice. Choose to
win!

God loves you, and so
do L

He has given you a
gift; open it.

Address
1000 Tom Williams Way

BMW of Birmingham

Client Advisor

Irondale, AL 35210

Karreem Battles

Mobile
(334) 750-2119

Direct
(205) 443-8620

Main
(205) 252-9512

e-mail
Karreem.Battles@BirminghamBMW.com

website
www.BirminghamBMW.com
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VALLEY

EVENTS

HAPPENINGS, ACTIVITIES & MORE!

January 16

Historian William
Hampton, Museum
Curator

Latham Church “Elder-
berries” Event

RSVP is REQUIRED to

office@lathamchurchhsv.

org NO LATER THAN
Sunday, January 12

109 Weatherly Road
Huntsville, Ala.

11 am.

January 17-18

“Corey Holcomb”
Comedy Standup

Levity Live

2012 Memorial Parkway
SW

Huntsville, Ala.

Times: Vary

January 20

40th Annual Martin
Luther King, Jr. Unity
Breakfast

Von Braun Center

Saturn Ballroom
Huntsville, Ala.
8 a.m.

January 25

“Men Are from Mars,
Women Are from Venus
- LIVE!

Mars Music Hall

Von Braun Center
Huntsville, Ala.

January 25-26

Council Meetings

Huntsville City
Council’s regular meet-
ings are held on the 1st
floor of the Municipal
Building on the 2nd
and 4th Thursday of
each month at 5:30
p-m.

e

THE FUTURE OF FREEDOM

Southern Volleyball
Tournaments
South Hall

Von Braun Center

January 26

“Mojo Brookzz”
Comedy Standup

Levity Live

2012 Memorial Parkway SW
Huntsville, Ala.

Times: Vary

January 29
AEW Dynamite
AEW Collision
AEW Tix.com

January 30

Love’s Rosetta Stone: The
Love Language Event
2205 University Drive
NW

Huntsville, Ala.

6:30 p.m.

HMBCC
Meetings

The Huntsville Metro
Black Chamber of
Commerce promotes,
creates and fosters
economic development
opportunities. HMBCC
meets monthly on the
3rd Tuesday at 12 noon.
Call (256) 427-2650 or
e-mail info@hsvblack-
chamber.org. VISIT

BLL-ELECTRIC MUSTANG MACH-E

P5E-530

FEST-DRIVE IT TOQODAY!
Wioody Andemon Fond

3441w WoadyAndarasnFond oo

elan Lams Humtewlie, A1 35818
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“We shall not cease from exploration, and the end of all our exploring will be
to arrive where we started and know the place for the first time.”
- T. S. Eliot

o StateFarm

Mary F Spears, Agent

(Behind McDonald’s)

155 Chestnut Drive

Madison, AL 35758

Bus 256-837-8899 Fax 256-837-8225
mary.spears.cffc@statefarm.com

The greatest compliment you can give is a referral.

Albert’s Flowers

Located Downtown in Medical District; Closest Florist to Huntsville Hospital
Free Delivery to Huntsville Hospital and Local Funeral Homes

716 Madison Street - Huntsville, AL 35801
FLOWERS, GIFTS,
EXOTIC FLOWERS
Graduate of
American Floral Art School
256-533-1623
256-536-6911
www.albertsflowers.com



http://www.woodyandersonford.com
https://www.woodyandersonford.com
https://maryspearsagency.com/
https://www.statefarm.com/agent/us/al/madison/mary-spears-6vtzg1ys000
https://hsvblackchamber.org/
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Mrs. Nell Lane
Bradford is recognized as
one of the most scholarly
musicians in the United
States. Her versatility
as lecturer, performer,
author, conductor and
teacher are widely re-
spected and honored. As
the Director of University
Choir at Alabama A&M
University (AAMU) for
40 years, she brought an
unprecedented standard
of distinction to the
AAMU Choir.

She initiated the Annu-
al Christmas Musicale at
AAMU in 1948, elevating
it from a Christmas con-
cert to a full production.
Under her leadership,
the Christmas Musicale
became a beloved holiday
tradition for hundreds of
families and individu-
als throughout the North
Alabama region.

Mrs. Bradford’s teach-
ing was designed to
challenge her students to
achieve their maximum
potential, and she de-
manded excellence from
the classroom to the per-
formance stage. Thus, the
University Choir traveled
and performed at many
functions in the local
community and various
cities, consistently receiv-
ing high ratings.

Mrs. Bradford re-
ceived her degrees from
Sherwood Music School

Rosetta James Foundation “Spotlight on Our Elders” ...

in Chicago, where she
received the Bach-

elor of Music; Oberlin
Conservatory of Music,
Oberlin College, where
she earned the Master of
Music; and she pursued
additional studies with
Madeline Marshall (a
specialist in English
diction); with Maxine
Lagerstrom of Chicago
Musical College; and
Oakland University

in Michigan under the
oversight of Robert Shaw,
who music critics often
regard as one of the great-
est choral conductors in
the world.

Her professional
teaching experiences
include assignments in
the public-school system
of Edwardsville, Illinois;
Baltimore, Maryland;
and at Leland College in
Baker, Louisiana.

She arrived at Hunts-
ville in the 1940s for the
first time to teach music
in the laboratory high
school of Alabama A&M
Institute. At AAMU, she
was an Associate Profes-
sor and the Director of
the University Choir. As
a gracious steward of her
God-given musical abil-
ity, she served for more
than three decades as Di-
rector of Music Ministry
at Church Street Cumber-
land Presbyterian Church,
serving as primary pianist

Featuring

Mrs. Nell Lane Bradford

il

and choir director.

Throughout her
life, Mrs. Bradford has
been an active leader
and member in several
organizations. Some of
her past and current affili-
ations include founding
member, The Society of
Professional Women;
charter member, Hunts-
ville Alumnae Chapter,
Delta Sigma Theta Soror-
ity, Inc.; and member,
National Association of
Choral Directors.

For her contributions
and service to mankind,
she has received scores of
awards, honors, citations
and resolutions.

Mrs. Bradford is the
widow of the late Dr.
Henry Bradford, Jr. The
mother of two children,
Dr. Andrea Bradford and
Dr. Henry Lane Brad-
ford, she also has one
grandson, Dr. Henry Lane
Bradford, Jr.
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(Track 2, Year C)
First Lesson:
Isaiah 62:1-5

Psalm 36:5-10
Second Lesson:
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
GOSPEL:
John 2:1-11

Sunday, January 19, 2025

Second Sunday
After the

C ‘iﬂl/ /jl eovet
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No matter what time of year you
explore Burritt on the Mountain,
there is something delightfuland |
new to see. And no matter
how young — or old - you are,

t there is something for you

on the Mountain!

If you've never visited, you're in
foratreat. Ifit's been awhile,
what are you waiting for?

“Spotlight on Our Elders” is a weekly feature sponsored by the
Rosetta James Foundation to promote volunteerism and activ-
ism in our community among those who are 70-plus. The Foun-
dation also provides scholarships. Learn more about us at www.
rosettajamesfoundation.org. Know an outstanding elder (70+)
that you would like to see featured? Send us a photo and 250-
word write-up to info@valleyweeklyllc.com.

Come on up and let the Magic begin!

"Honoring Our Elders” \

setta
aMmes
Foundation

3101 Burritt Drive ®* Huntsville, Alabama 35801 * 256.536.2882

www.burrittonthemountain.com
OPEN: April-October: Tuesday - Saturday: 9 am - 5 pm & Sunday: noon - 5pm
November-March: Tuesday - Saturday: 10am - 4pm & Sunday: noon - 4pm


https://www.burrittonthemountain.com
https://agents.allstate.com/james-f-smith-huntsville-al.html
https://agents.allstate.com/james-f-smith-huntsville-al.html
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BLACK TIE GALA

AAMU Making Early Preparatlons for 25th Annual Scholarship Fundraiser This Spring

Tickets and sponsor-  lighted by port for new record for the Uni-
ship opportunities for recogni- three key  versity - as part of the
the 25th Annual Ala- tion of AAMU overarching campaign to

bama A&M University Normal
Black Tie Scholarship Legacy

priorities:  generate $150 million in
campus support of AAMU.

Gala are available now! Society improve- All Black Tie Gala

This premiere AAMU  donors ments, ticket purchases and
fundraising event sup- and a STEM in-  sponsorships support
ports talented students perfor- frastruc-  the scholarship compo-
who demonstrate a mance by ture,and  nent of the campaign.
financial need and rec- a world- scholar- Learn more about the
ognizes ah.lmr.n, friends, renqwned ' part of the Sesquicenten- The 150th anniver- ships. ".[hls 150th Annlversary
and organizations who musical artist. : . . . . year, Alabama A&M is Campaign at www.aamu.

) ' . nial celebration which sary is grounded in a - .

help sustain the Univer-  Get sponsorship infor- commemorates the rich  campaign to raise sup- raising $15 million from  edu/150.
sity’s mission. mation and tickets by heritage and bold future alumni and friends - a

The 25th Anniversary  clicking HERE. .

5 of Alabama A&M Uni-
of the event will be high- This year’s Gala is .
versity.

thrivent

A personalized financial approach
based on your Christian values

o Craig E Satterfeal
?} Financial Consultant The Rosetta Inm('\;I‘()un(lmi()n
craig.satterfeal@thrivent.com

ot connectthrivent com/craig-satterfeal 10Ch Znnual “Honoring Our Clders” Gala
256-883-5509

Advice | Investments | Insurance | Banking | Generosity

nsurance products, secul |=.\'1'\ eSIMent adviscry Senices & nm ded by arp}:rl,np
gl

::ardlcar act fin 15 & v|
& financial advisors are creden d|(.ODO ide invesiment adviso 7y services, Visit enLcon

FINF 1-453404 C eck for

- el

Rev Or. Theodis  Mrs. MaryLarier  Dr.Dorothy  Rev. Dr. Oscar  Mr. ChadksWayne  Mr. William Mrs. Nancy ~ Mr. Richard Rev. Jacqueline
ACKLIN CURRY DOWNING  MONTGOMERY SCRUGGS SMOTHERS VALKENBURGH VALKENBURGH — WILSON

The Rosetta James Foundation is a registered 509(a)(2) Public Charity and educational
organization founded for the sole purposes of providing scholarships to deserving students and
recognizing the contributions of the elderly in the community while promoting volunteerism
and community outreach.

Saturday, March 8, 2025

The Jackson Center
6001 Moquin Drive (Cummings Research Park)
Huntsville, Alabama

12 noon

Woody Anderson Ford

256-539-9441
www.WoodyAndersonFord.com
2500 Jordan Lane, Huntsville, AL

www.rosettajamesfoundation.org



https://www.woodyandersonford.com
http://www.rosettajamesfoundation.org/
https://www.thrivent.com/
https://secure.qgiv.com/for/BlackTie/event/24thannualblacktiescholarshipgalacopy/

January 17, 2025

The name Rhoda
means rose and a rose
is said to be the most
precious flower, precious
in many ways. Soon to
be the matriarch of the
Barley family, Rhoda
Barley, “Big Mama” as
she was affectionately
known in the family em-
bodied the true essence
of her name’s meaning.
The photograph shows
her and Papa Dave with
many of the sixteen
children they raised to
young adulthood, family
friends and a new gen-
eration of family under
foot and emerging.

She had no idea what
lay ahead but they had
laid a careful, faith filled
foundation to deal with
it. Like many in the
Huntsville community,
they were just like us!

Upon his passing,
Papa Dave left his fam-
ily, community and
hometown better than
he found them. When

his widow Rhoda as-

Huntsville Mayor Appoints New DEI Director

sumed the helm of the
family and was tasked
to husband the family
resources, relocate the
family from Pond Beat
to Huntsville, she flaw-
lessly fulfilled the tasks.
Rhoda Barley set a tone
of positive expectation
and benefit to her family
facing the future.

During the 19307,
when the country was
experiencing the Great
Depression, WW II and
the complexity of Black’s
in America, the Black
community was hit
especially hard. While
resources were scarce,
self reliance and pride
were particularly high.
There was a climate
where some BlacKk’s
could experience greater
benefit of their labor and
access to some greater
educational opportuni-
ties. The Barley Farm
at Pond Beat was sold
and Big Mama took the
opportunity to divide

The City’s Office of Di-
versity, Equity & Inclusion
Office (ODEI) will soon
be under new leadership
following Mayor Tommy
Battle’s appointment of Dr.
Randy Barbour, Jr., as the
new director.

Dr. Barbour’s appoint-
ment received unanimous
approval from the City
Council at its Thursday,
January 9 meeting.

Dr. Barbour, who previ-

my Weekly

BRENDA BARLEY CHUNN

THEY ARE LIKE US: The David Dixon and Rhoda Abernathy Barley Family

family resources fairly
and to the interest of all
of her sixteen children.

There were those who
wanted to farm, those
who wanted to become
entrepreneurs and those
who wanted to pursue
education, and wives
wanted to support their
husbands or brothers.
How wonderful to have
a mother who supported
all the dreams of her
children, speaking to the
desires of their hearts.
Her sons, Earl and Dud-
ley, were drafted into
WWILI. After the war
ended, Earl now married

ously served as assistant
professor of psychology at
Alabama A&M University,
brings extensive experience
from positions held at the
Harris Home for Children,
North Alabama Center for
Educational Excellence and
The University of Alabama
in Huntsville.

The City conducted a
nationwide search to find
its new full-time director.

“Dr. Barbour will bring
a fresh perspective on an

to Ruth Washington,
organized and supported
the establishment of the
Wilson, Tate and Jones
VFW Post honoring
and remembering three
friends lost in the war.
He continued his studies
at AA&M College and
along with other fam-
ily members, worked to
develop a thriving Black
community in Hunts-
ville. There are families
in Huntsville who want
the very best for their
offspring, they make
sacrificial decisions and
allocate resources for
their good and the good
of others, they were just

office with a simple but
critical mission, to make
life better for everyone,”
said Mayor Tommy Battle.
“We are looking forward to
his leadership and vision.”

As ODEI director, Dr.
Barbour will continue the
office’s mission of devel-
oping partnerships and
programs and providing
services in collaboration
with local City agencies to
create a vibrant and inclu-

like us.

The disruptions of
WW II were to family
and the larger commu-
nity. Many male staff
of the William Hooper
Councill High School
were drafted to the war
and female teachers took
over the leadership of
the first publicly funded
High School for Black
students in Huntsville
City. The first publicly
funded High School in
the County was also
named for William
Councill. William
Hooper Councill was the
founder of the land grant
Alabama A&M College
now University. Pulaski
Pike and Magnolia Ter-
race were the locations
of most early Black pub-
lic educational leaders in
Huntsville and Madison
County with institutions
like Toney School, West
End, Farmers Capital,
ASFL, and Wm. H.
Councill High School.
Attaining credentials,

sive community where all
people feel appreciated and
valued.

“I am honored to ac-
cept the appointment
as Director of Diversity,
Equity, and Inclusion for
the City of Huntsville,” Dr.
Barbour said. “As a lifelong
resident, I understand the
importance of ensuring
that every member of our
community has access
to the opportunities that

demonstrating capacity
had taken hold.

Many Huntsville
families built their
capacity and established
their ability to perform
ata certain level. As
long as it was for the well
being of the community,
they were just like us.

Big Mama managed
her extended family fol-
lowing the move from
Pond Beat. The offspring
had established sixteen
households in Hunts-
ville, Nashville and
Chattanooga. The sec-
ond Barley generation
was up and coming.

New credentials were
being pursued, new
occupational patterns
were being established
and contributions were
being made. The changes
taking place were world
changes. The Barley fam-
ily kept pace as did many
Huntsville families - for
the greater good. They
were just like us.

come with Huntsville’s
growth and prosperity. I
am grateful to Mayor Battle
for entrusting me with this
vital role and would like to
thank Mr. Kenny Anderson
and Ms. Brenda Martin for
laying a strong foundation.
My goal is to build upon
their efforts and continue
moving the needle forward
for the development and
success of our city”

- Huntsvilleal.gov
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Valley Multiple Listing Service Installation, Charity Ball & Gala in Support of CJ3 Foundation
The Jackson Center, Huntsville, Ala. - January 4, 2025
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Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Incs “Day of Service”

- Huntsville Alumnae Chapter -
£; The Robert “Bob” Harrison Senior Wellness and Advocacy Center

Monday, ]anuary 13,2025 -9 a.m.-12 noon (Photos by Jerome Saintjones) ..

M B )MARTINSON  BEASON, PC [ omahpntiin
Delivering Results.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW SINGE 1937

Personal Injury = Auto Accidents Probate & Estate Administration ' 0
Corporate Law ~ Real Estate Law  Divorce = Criminal Law ‘ :
. | B ) € 5
Contact Us www.martinsonandbeason.com
Phone: 256-533-1667 facebook.com/martinsonandbeason XN
Fax: 256—533—1696 ~ ol A N " 3
info@martinsonandbeason.com n E m DEWAUN STEPHENS

200 OAKWOOD AVE NE SUITE L 224.308.8329
No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is HUNTSVILLE, AL 35811 FOXHOLELOUNGELLC@GMAIL.COM
greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.



https://www.martinsonandbeason.com
https://thefoxholelounge.com/

